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Death of Member
Robert G. Heinritz, Jr.

Robert G. Heinritz, Jr., 70, of Highland, Illinois, born 
January 13, 1945, in St. Louis, Missouri, passed away 
Monday, November 2, 2015, at Meridian Village, Glen 
Carbon, Illinois.

Robert attended Troy United Methodist Church, Troy, 
Illinois. He served his country in the United States Air 
Force, Missouri Air National Guard during the Vietnam 
Era. Robert was an active member of the N.R.A. He 
was a defender of 2nd Amendment Rights, a member of 
the Highland Pistol and Rifle Club, and an avid reader 
and historian. He was a member of the Bar Association 
and Sons of the American Revolution, Genl George 
Rogers Clark Chapter. He was an enthusiastic RV trav-
eler, starting at the young age of 6, always ready and 
willing for a new adventure. He loved his family more 
than life.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Robert G. Cle-
mens Heinritz, Sr., and Loubelle, nee Wood, Clemans; 
his stepfather, Kermit Clemans; and a stepdaughter, Ra-
chel Anne Foe Pauk.

Surviving are his wife, Linda L., nee Widicus, Heinritz 
of Highland, Illinois; his stepchildren, Thomas Kionka 
of Charlotte, North Carolina, Jeffrey Pauk of Edwards-
ville, Illinois, Meridith Lee of Castle Rock, Colorado, 
Diana Lyle of Florissant, Missouri, and Jennifer Norton 
of Cambridge, Massachusetts; his step-grandchildren, 
Misha, Ashley, Rachel, and Margaret Lee, Thomas, 
Maggis, Eliza, and Daniel Pauk and Maxton Norton; 
and his stepmother Dana Heinritz of Glen Carbon, Il-
linois.

Memorials may be made to the N.R.A., 11250 Waples 
Mill Road, Fairfax, VA  22030, or to the St. Louis Sym-
phony, 718 North Grand Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63103.

Online expressions of sympathy may be made at: www.
Richesonfh.com.

Funeral services were held Saturday, November 7, 
2015, at Richeson Funeral Home, with Rev. Dennis 
Price officiating. Burial was in Keystone Cemetery, St. 
Jacob, Illinois.

Registrar’s Report
 
As of 18 Dec 2015, we have 160 members in GGRC. We are actively recruiting and are in different states on 20 
new applications.
 
Seven applications are submitted to National for approval and we are awaiting documents and signatures on 10 
applications.
 
Our goal is to go over 160 members even after those who do not pay their dues get dropped.

Jim DeGroff
GGRC Registrar
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Veterans’ Day Parades November 2015

Members also participated in the parade in Edwardsville.

Members Jim DeGroff, President Marv Meng, Vice President Charles Dobias, and Ronnie Hicks at Glen 
Carbon Veterans’ Parade.
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GRAVE MARKING CEREMONY

Preston Cemetery, Randolph County, Illinois
November 14, 2015

Members of the General George Rogers Clark and Long Knives Chapters and the George E. Dixon Camp 
of Sons of Confederate Veterans march to the grave of Revolutionary War veteran Millington Couch. They 
fired a musket volley, which was followed by a rifle salute and “Taps” by members of the Prairie Du Rocher, 
Baldwin, and Chester American Legion posts. The event was sponsored by the Lewis & Clark SAR Chap-
ter and the Liberty Bell of the West DAR Chapter.
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Ladies’ Night Out

Julia’s Banquet Center
East Alton, Illinois
November 24, 2015

Chapter President Marvin Meng presents member-
ship certificate to Harold Conlee.

Chapter President Marvin Meng presents member-
ship certificates to Sharon Kilzer for her sons. Ken 

and Yancy Costello.

Chapter President Marvin Meng presents member-
ship certificate to Tom Fischer.

Lola DeGroff gave a program on the Navajo Code 
Talkers.
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Eagle Scout Awards

Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter Vice President Charles Dobias (r) and Robert Ridenour present Eagle 
Scout certificates and badges to Raleigh Brazier, Danny Duncan, and Kyle Walsh. The Court of Honor was 
held at Eden United Church of Christ in Edwardsville on November 28.

New Member

New Member Pat Bassler is presented his 
Membership Certificate by Chapter President 
Marv Meng at a Recent Chapter Meeting
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FLAG AWARD CEREMONY
Madison County Courthouse

Edwardsville, Illinois
December 3, 2015

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter Sons of the American Revolution held its 20th annual flag award 
ceremony at the Madison County Court House in Edwardsville on December 3, 2015. Attending the cer-
emony were several county judges and the Honorable Alan J. Dunstan, County Board Chairman.

Twelve Madison County residents/families were honored:
Mr. & Mrs David Heim, Saline Township

Mr. Nic Frey, Helvetia Township
Mr & Mrs Edward B. Shafer, St. Jacob Township

Mr. Larry Allen, Marine Township
Mr. Michael T. Johnson, Chouteau Township

Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Werths, Granite City Township
Mr. & Mrs James Simpson, Nameoki Township

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bailey, Edwardsville Township
Mrs. Phyllis Laster, Collinsville Township

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Avery, Jarvis Township
Mr. & Mrs. John Daniels, Pin Oak Township
Mrs. Geraldine Speece, Chouteau Township

Chapter flag chairman David File coordinated the event.  Certificates were presented by chapter president 
Marvin Meng. Members of the GGRC color guard posted the colors.
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New Members

New Member Don Purcell is presented his 
Membership Certificate by Chapter President 
Marv Meng at a Recent Chapter Meeting

New Member Scott Purcell is presented his 
Membership Certificate by Chapter President 
Marv Meng at a Recent Chapter Meeting
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President’s Letter — Marv Meng

General George Rogers Clark Chapter
Illinois Society, Sons of the American Revolution

President’s Report

During this past quarter, the GGRC Chapter participated in three Eagle Scout Courts of Honor in Edwardsville, Illinois.

We honored twelve Madison County, Illinois, residents for their continuous flying of the American Flag at their respective 
homes. Each was given a certificate. Their picture and a program description was in two local newspapers.

GGRC participated in Wreaths Across America, by placing 40 wreaths on veteran’s graves in Oak Lawn Cemetery, in Glen 
Carbon, Illinois. A very nice crowd helped make this a very impressive ceremony.  GGRC has budgeted this as a recurring 
item.

We had our Ladies Night Out dinner in November. Thirty-six members and guests attended. A very entertaining talk was 
presented by Lola DeGroff (Mrs. Jim DeGroff) on Code Talkers of World War II. Mrs. DeGroff would not accept payment 
for her participation. Consequently, GGRC is donating $50 to the Silver Creek Chapter of the DAR, of which Mrs. DeGroff 
is a member. 

Our Annual Dinner is scheduled for 23 February 2016. Rather than a guest speaker, GGRC will present the Historical Flag 
presentation created by GGRC. This was decided since many of our members and most spouses and guests will not have 
previously seen it.

GGRC honored and memorialized military veterans by participating in a pre-Veteran’s Day service at Glen Carbon, Illinois, 
and marching in the Memorial Day Parade in Edwardsville.

At the request of our sister chapter, Lewis and Clark, GGRC provided a Color Guard for a grave marking for Millington 
Couch in Randolph County, Illinois.

Every year, GGRC honors selected High School Seniors as Outstanding Citizens. This year, one Senior will be selected to 
receive a $500 scholarship, based on an essay submission.

Sadly, GGRC lost one member this quarter. Compatriot Robert Heinritz died in November. He had only been a member for 
a few months.

Our Flag Day celebration is already planned for next year. It will be at the Jersey County Historical Society in Jerseyville, 
Illinois.

Sincerely,
Marv Meng

President
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Members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter color guard who participated in Wreaths Across 
America on December 12 at Oaklawn Cemetery in Glen Carbon, Illinois. Shown (L-R) are Harry Nel-
son, Bob Kilzer, Robert Ridenour, Charles Dobias (committee chairman), Jim DeGroff, Eric Reelitz, Mar-
vin Meng, Tom Beavers, John Stanton, and Ronnie Hicks. Thirty-nine wreaths were placed on veteran’s 
graves. Thanks to the Edwardsville Rotary Club, State Farm, and Cassens Dodge-Chrysler for their gener-
ous donations.

WREATHES ACROSS AMERICA
Oaklawn Cemetery, Glen Carbon, Illinois

December 12, 2015

Those in attendance were led in singing the Star-Spangled Banner by Ellen Henschen
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The members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter were assisted in laying the wreathes by young 
(sometimes very young) 4-H members and volunteers.

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Luncheon meetings third Wednesday monthly Edwardsville Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143)


