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William Daniel Wilson

William Daniel Wilson, Bill to his colleagues and peers, “Tippy”
or “Joe” to his West Virginia relatives, entered into rest on Sunday,
November 7, 2021, at his home. He could often be found tinker-
ing in his garage singing along with his 8-track radio. He enjoyed
fixing friends’ and neighbors’ electronics and appliances. He loved
spending time with his kids and grandkids, taking them sightsee-
ing all over the country in one of his many Dodge family vans.
He always looked forward to the annual Grotts family float trip,
which he helped start 35+ years ago. He never knew a stranger,
they were only friends he hadn’t met yet. Spending the last ten
winters in Texas, he enjoyed playing cards, singing karaoke, and
going to dances with special friends and neighbors while staying
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warm. He also spent many hours reading and studying history and
genealogy.

Bill graduated in 1961 from Preston High School in Kingwood,
West Virginia. He enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and served for
10 years from 1961-1971. He was in heavy ground radar during
those years, trained in Biloxi, Mississippi. He was then stationed
in Texas; Iran; Ramstein, Germany; Montana; and Alaska. Upon
leaving the Air Force, he enrolled in West Virginia University
where he received a bachelor’s degree in business and marketing.
While in college he worked in the white-water rafting industry and
taught courses in electronics and electricity in the public schools
in Preston County, West Virginia. A job brought Bill to Illinois
where he adopted the state as his own. He went on to Belleville
Area College (now Southwestern Illinois College) to earn a degree
in Air Conditioning, Heating, and Refrigeration. He subsequently
was the instructor of the Air Conditioning, Heating, and Refrig-
eration program at Menard Correctional Center through the Bel-
leville Area College program. He continued to work there until
an opening for the coordinator/instructor of the program opened
up bringing him back to the main campus at the college where
he remained until retiring in 1999. During that time, he earned a
master’s degree in occupational education from Southern Illinois
University in Carbondale.

Upon retiring, he became interested in the War of 1812 and gene-
alogy. He was instrumental in building a replica of Hill’s Fort in
Greenville, Illinois. He spent many years building and restoring
the fort, alongside some very dedicated history friends. Hill’s Fort
is a remarkable replica for the public to visit and enjoy. By way of
his interest in genealogy, he traced his wife’s heritage back to the
first 18 families that settled in the territory which became Illinois
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after the Revolutionary War, which prompted him to write one of
his six books, “The Grotts/Seybold Family Heritage: Early Illinois
Pioneers.”

Bill was a lifetime member and past president of the Hill’s Fort
Society, a member of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the
SAR, member and past president of the Illinois Society of 1812.
He was also a member of the VFW, DAV, and the American Legion
Post 1026 of Albers, Illinois. He received the lifetime achievement
award from the Illinois State Historical Society for his work pro-
moting the history of 1812 through innumerable public lectures
and educational programs. He was an author and co-author with
Kevin Kaegy, and editor of six books of the 1812 era, most notable
was “The Forts and Blockhouses of Early Illinois.”

Bill was born January 24, 1944, in Albright, West Virginia, the son
of Alston Daniel and Doris June, nee Gallatin, Wilson. He married
Rose Marie Grotts June 6, 1986, in Belleville and she survives in
Albers.

In addition to his wife he is survived by his children: Garth (Trac-
ey) Wilson of Whitesburg, Georgia; James Pullen of Carlyle,
Illinois; Susan Warburton of Havre, Montana; Patricia (Dave)
Epps of Granite City, Illinois; Kimberly (fiancé, Aaron Fauke)
Lowe of Breese, Illinois; and Brandon Lowe of Albers, Illinois;
seven grandchildren: Robin (Clint) Loepker, Chealsey (Nate) Ri-
ley, Brittany Witt, Connor Wilson, Cayden Wilson, Morgan (Jake)
Reinhardt, and Abbie Horstmann; 10 great-grandchildren: Chloe

& Carson Loepker; Jayleigh, Jordyn, Adrianna, and Kaden Riley;
Jayson Stremcha, Raelynn & Remy McCall; and Lucas Miller; a
brother, Gary (Sid) Wilson of Kingwood, West Virginia; a sister,
Carolyn “Sue” Parks of Terra Alta, West Virginia; and sisters-in-
law and brothers-in-law: Sandi Whitford, Linda Kirbach, Mike &
Wilma Grotts, Clifton Grotts, Earl & Karen Grotts, Edie & Chris
Nichols, and Richard Grotts.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by a daughter,
Diane Pullen; a granddaughter, Courtney Taylor; a sister, Doris
Fulmer; a brother, Daniel Richard Wilson; his grandparents, James
Harvey Wilson & Clara Ellen Minor Wilson; William Fleming
Gallatin & Fannie Nicholson Gallatin Shrout; his father-in-law and
mother-in-law, Clifton Leroy & Alice Marie Grotts; and sisters-in-
law and brothers-in-law, Mary Griffin, Brenda Grotts, Bill Parks,
Charles Griffin, John Whitford, Gene Grotts, Ralph Kirbach, and
Mike Marroquin.

Visitation was held Friday, November 12, 2021, and again on
Saturday, November 13, 2021, at Nordike Funeral Home in New
Baden, Illinois.

Funeral Services were held Saturday, November 13, 2021, at Nor-
dike Funeral Home in New Baden. Burial with full military honors
followed at Greenmount Cemetery in New Baden.

Memorials may be made to Hill’s Fort Society or the Albers
American Legion Post.

Grave Marking for Five Patriots in One Family

On Saturday, 9 October 2021, the George Rogers Clark Chapter Indiana Sons of the American Revolution held a grave marking for five
patriots in one family. The ceremony took place in Upper Indiana Cemetery, 2370 Bruceville Rd, Vincennes, Indiana.

The five patriots are: Daniel McClure, P-245668, 13 Feb 1754 - 24 Dec 1825; George McClure, P-245676, 4 Jun 1754 - 5 Sep 1829;
John McClure, P-245688,12 Jul 1745 - 14 Jun 1814; William McClure, P-244116, 14 Dec 1749 - 14 Dec 1811; and James Scott,

P-286045, 1755 - 23 Oct 1842.

Compatriots from Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, and Virginia took part in this event. Compatriot Dennis Lybarger of the GGRC
attended this event and participated at several levels. He was a member of the color guard, led the Pledge of Allegiance, participated in
the musket volley, laid a wreath from GGRC Illinois to honor the five patriots, and assisted with the graveside flag folding ceremony.

REVOLUTIONARY WAR
PENNSYLVANIA MILITIA
70 HONOR THIS FAMILY
OF PATRIOTS AND PIONEERS:
BURIED HERE
JOHN MCCLURE" 1745-1814
JANE McGUIRE ~ = {752-1826

WILLIAM MCCLURE 1749-1611
MARGARET MOSSMAN 1770-1853

GEORGE MCCLURE 1754-1829

JANE GILMORE + " 1766- 1844
DANIEL MCCLURE 1755-1826
MARTHA BAIRD L 1766-1821
JANE MCCLURE  1759-1845
JBMESISCOTIARS R fvka - (51)

Headstone Commemorating Five Revolutionary
War Patriots From One Family
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Group Photo
GGRC Chapter Compatriot Dennis Lybarger is Second from the Right in the Front Row
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Mississippi River Rescue

As Related by
Public Service Award Chairman Philip Bailey

On August 12,2021, three men and two boys boarded a boat to go fishing on the Mississippi River just north of the St. Louis Arch. They
were: Joe Michalski; his two sons, Deven and Andrew; and two friends Ryan Tullman and John Roberts. They were there to fish and
have a good time. They fished and had a good time, and they caught a lot of fish that day. Joe always catches a lot of fish and they are all
trophy size. As they were pulling in their last line, they noticed rescue boats, and the five of them wondered what had happened.

John yelled, “There’s someone in the water,” and pointed toward a lady, holding onto a submerged canoe. Joe quickly maneuvered the
boat in her direction. Deven took over operating the boat while Joe and Ryan prepared for the rescue. When they were close enough, Joe
and Ryan grabbed each of the lady’s hands and lifted her into the boat, while Andrew lassoed and secured her canoe. John Roberts kept
the canoe and their boat apart. Once the lady was sitting down, Joe took control of the boat and Deven, Andrew, and John began first aid.
They kept her calm, made a pillow from a life jacket and gave her small sips of Gatorade to build up her strength.

Then, she explained what had happened. She and her fiancé had set out to ride the rapids just south of the I-270 Bridge — without life
jackets and neither could swim.

Joe quickly took his boat to the nearest rescue boat. At that time there was no information about her fiancé (but later he was found to have
drowned). Joe wanted to take the lady to the boat ramp to be treated by EMTs while the Search and Rescue team looked for her partner.
But, the Search and Rescue Team said, “No, put her in the Rescue Boat.”

That night on the local news, a St. Louis Fire Captain talked about the wonderful rescue his men made on the Mississippi River of a
woman without mentioning Joe, Deven, Andrew, John, or Ryan. Joe contacted the Fire Captain; and the Captain wrote a letter of apol-

ogy.

Joe did what he did for all the right reasons and was not looking for acknowledgement: but Deven and Andrew were disappointed to
hear the false news report.

Joe was very impressed to see his sons respond to that unforeseen emergency. Joe said, “My boys knew what they had to do and they
accomplished it by working together as a team.” After it was all over, Andrew said, “Dad, we really did a good thing today didn’t we?”
Joe replied, “Yes, Andrew, we did.”

Three men and two boys boarded a boat to go fishing and have a good time; but, at the end of the day, five men got off that boat to go
home.

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution was proud to award Joe, Deven, and Andrew Michalski,
Ryan Tullman, and John Roberts Life Saving certificates for their magnificent rescue. John Roberts was unable to attend but will be
presented his certificate later.
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Mississippi River Rescue

(I-r): Joe Michalski; Dennis Lybarger; Deven Michalski; Philip Bailey, GGRC Public Service Awards Chair-
man; Andrew Michalski; Robert Ridenour; Richard Ruedin, GGRC President; Ryan Tullman
(John Roberts was not able to attend the ceremony.)

Joe Michalski (1) was also presented an SAR Life

Saving Medal by Richard Ruedin, President of the

Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Sons of
the American Revolution.
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Flag Awards Program
25" Annual Flag Award Ceremony

On Thursday, November 18, 2021, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion held their 25™ Annual Flag Award ceremony at the Edwardsville Courthouse. The SAR Flag Award Cer-
emony is held each year in November close to Veterans Day to honor Madison County residents who regularly
and properly fly the U.S. flag.

This year, the awards were given to residents of southern townships of Madison County; next year, the awards
will go to residents of the northern townships.

This year’s award recipients received their certificates from Phil Bailey, Chairman of the GGRC Flag Award
Committee. Those recipients are:

NAME ..o Township NAME ...oeeiiieieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee Township
Henry Lee......ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiciieee, Chouteau Don & Contrina Gibson.................c....... Marine
Gary JenKins........ccceevveeeiieeniieeniieennn. Collinsville Linda Perry.......coocceeeviiiniiiiniiiiieenee, Nameoki
Wayne GlicK.......ccoceeviiniiiniiniiiieee Edwardsville Ron & Mary Jo Schmidt ....................... Pin Oak
Kenneth Rodgers.........ccoooveeeviiinnieenne. Granite City Greg Ireland .........ccoovveeviiiiniiiiniieenee, St. Jacob
Jerome “Blackie” & Karen Kuhl .......... Helvetia Jason Heim.......coocooeiviiiiniiiiiiiicee, Saline
Shane & Krista McBride....................... Jarvis Gloria SIMmS .....ccccevvieenieeiiieniereenene Venice

Several of the awardees were unable to attend the ceremony, but their certificates will be delivered to them.

Gary Jenkins of Collinsville Township Wayne Glick of Edwardsville Township
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Krista & Shane McBride of Jarvis Township » Linda Perry of Nameoki Township
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Flag Awards Program

Ron & Mary Jo Schmidt of Pin Oak Township
Could not attend,
Eric Schmidt accepted the award on their behalf.
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Greg Ireland of St Jacob Township
Could not attend,
his certificate was delivered by Phil Bailey.

The Award Recipients Present and GGRC Compatriot Phil Bailey
Back Row (l-r): Phil Bailey, Gary Jenkins, Wayne Glick, Linda Perry, Eric Schmidt, Henry Lee,
Kenneth Rodgers, Jerome Kuhl
Kneeling: Shane and Krista McBride
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Madison County Judges Attending the Flag Award Program

Wreaths Across America

GGRC participated in Wreaths Across America on December 18, 2021, at 11:00 a.m. at Glen Carbon Cemetery.
The ceremony opened with a welcome from GGRC Member, Philip Bailey; the singing of the National Anthem
by Ellen Henschen; the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag led by GGRC President, Rich Ruedin; and an Invocation
by GGRC Member, Eric Reelitz. The wreathes were placed on the veterans’ graves by members and leaders of
Boy Scout Troop 1034 and members and leaders of Pin Oak 4H Club.

Philip Bailey read the name, rank, branch of service, and awards of each of the 78 veterans, a wreath was placed
on the veteran’s grave, and a bell was rung. The graves of the only two men from Glen Carbon to die in World War
I had wreathes placed by GGRC Past-President, Robert Ridenour and GGRC Member, Eric Reelitz.

The program concluded with the singing of God Bless America by Ellen Henschen, the playing of Taps, and a
closing by Philip Bailey.
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Wreaths Across America

GGRC Compatriots at Wreaths Across America
(I-r): Robert Ridenour, Eric Reelitz, Philip Bailey, Richard Ruedin, Dennis Lybarger

o

Doughboy Statue and Graves of the Only Two Men
James Patterson from Glen Carbon to Die in World War I
Emil Trentaz and Harry Seaton
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Wreaths Across America

Boy Scout Bell Ringers

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest, and member news to:
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL 62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour566@gmail.com;
phone: (618) 377-9096.

Scheduled monthly meetings: 6:30 p.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville Moose
Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.



