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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

GGRC Night Out
On July 22, 2021, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution enjoyed a 
Night Out at Julia’s Banquet Center in East Alton, Illinois. Over thirty compatriots, spouses, friends, potential 
new members, and guests gathered for an evening of camaraderie and a delicious meal. Several compatriots were 
presented awards that had been delayed by the Covid-19 pandemic. The recently elected GGRC Vice President 
has resigned, but Jim DeGroff has volunteered to take on the duties of that office.The highlight of the evening was 
the portrayal of Mary Todd Lincoln by Barbara Kay.

Ronnie Hicks Receives an SAR Vietnam Veterans 
Corps Certificate

John Stanton Receives a Bronze Roger Sherman 
Award for His Services to the GGRC Chapter
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Mary Todd Lincoln as Portrayed by Barbara Kay

ILSSAR BOM Meeting

The second Board of Managers Meeting of 2021 was held August 13-14 at the Double Tree by Hilton Hotel in Bloomington-
Normal, Illinois. Two Compatriots from the GGRC Chapter, Richard Ruedin and Robert Ridenour, were in attendance, 
along with their spouses. Both Compatriots were members of the colorguard. After the meal, the ILSSAR Man of the Year 
Award was presented to Toby Chamberlain.  An Historic Flag Presentation was part of the evening’s events. The presenta-
tion was given by Compatriot Joe Harris, Southern Region Vice President and member of the Ewington Chapter. He was 
assisted by Vice President General William Austin of the Wisconsin Society SAR.

Several awards from the National SAR Congress were announced and presented to those 
winners in attendance.

Alivia Glass – for finishing 8th in the national JROTC competition

Toby Chamberlain – Certificate of Appreciation for outstanding service as Vice President on the 
George Washington Fund Committee

Tom Ashby – Certificate of Appreciation for service on the hospitality and music committee

George Gilespy – Gold Roger Sherman Medal for transcribing patriot records

Three members were awarded a Liberty Medal Oak Leaf Cluster 
for getting 10 new compatriots to join SAR this year: 

Robert Lybarger
James DeGroff
John P. Brown
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Richard Ruedin (l) and Robert Ridenour (r) of the 
GGRC Chapter Posting the Colors at the Friday 

Night Banquet 

Toby Chamberlain (r) Receiving the 2020 ILSSAR 
Man of the Year Award from Mike Campagnolo (l), 

President ILSSAR

Part of the Historic Flag Program Given by Joe 
Harris, assisted by William Austin, Vice President 
General of the Great Lakes Region, and member of 
the Wisconsin Society SAR, Shown Here Holding 

the Betsy Ross Flag
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August Meeting GGRC

On July 18, 2021, the GGRC Chapter held its regular meeting at the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center & Camp DuBois 
in Hartford, Illinois. Unfortunately, the attendance was about half that of a regular meeting, even though several wives were 
present.

Cutaway Reproduction of the Keelboat Used by Lewis and Clark
at Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center

September Meeting GGRC

At the September 15, 2021, regular meeting of the GGRC Chapter SAR, Jim DeGroff was presented with the 
Liberty Medal Oak Leaf Cluster for getting 10 new members to join the Sons of the American Revolution in the 
past year.
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Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest, and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour566@gmail.com; 
phone: (618) 377-9096.

Scheduled monthly meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville Moose 
Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.

Outstanding Citizen Awards
The GGRC Chapter Chairman of the Outstanding Citizen Awards Committee sent letters to the high schools in Madison, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Bond, Calhoun, Greene, and Montgomery Counties inviting them to select one student from their senior 
class as a recipient of an Sons of the American Revolution Outstanding Citizen Award. Because of the restrictions on public 
gatherings, we could not hold the normal ceremony.

The seniors nominated are great high school students whose accomplishments needed to be recognized. A Certificate and an 
Outstanding Citizenship Lapel Pin were mailed to each of the winners. Honorees included:

Clayton Dannaman...................................................Bond County Community High School
Alyssa Elizabeth Annkress...............................................Brussels Community High School
Ellen Kangas.....................................................................................Carrollton High School
Harper Buhs............................................................................Civic Memorial High School.
Tyler J. Boerner...............................................................................Collinsville High School
Cole Joseph Frensko...........................................................................Gillespie High School
Janan Klaffer.....................................................................................Greenfield High School
Taylor L. Bussett.................................................................................Highland High School
Christine Wendell................................................................ Jersey Community High School
Lydia Reed......................................................................... Marquette Catholic High School
Tyler Klaustermeier......................................................... Metro East Lutheran High School
Joshua Wooten..................................................... Mississippi Valley Christian High School
Miranda Matta....................................................................................Mt. Olive High School
Ty Bauer.................................................................................. Mulberry Grove High School
Ty Knodle............................................................................................Nokomis High School
Gracie Heberling..........................................................................North Greene High School
Janelynn Wirth...........................................................................Roxana Senior High School

The students were nominated by their schools based on their dependability, cooperative spirit, leadership, service to their 
school and community, evidence of personal values and patriotism.

“The SAR has been instrumental in promoting the qualities of dependability, cooperation, leadership, and patriotism in the 
community and nation-wide for many years,” said GGRC Chapter John Stanton, Outstanding Citizen Award Chairman. “We 
are pleased to honor these outstanding students.”


