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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

Death of a Member

Roger Bowler

Roger J. Bowler Sr., 80 of Troy, born Monday, June 17, 1940, in Granite City, and passed away on 
April 2, 202l, in McAllen Medical Center in McAllen, Texas.

Roger was a member of Trinity Methodist Church, Granite City. He retired as a Deputy Sheriff for 
Morgan and Miller Counties in Missouri. Roger was a dual member of the Sons of the American 
Revolution: the Christopher Casey Chapter in Missouri and the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter in 
Illinois. He was also a member of the Rocky Mount Lion’s Club and enjoyed piloting prop airplanes.

He was preceded in death by his children: Roger J. Bowler Jr., Robin L. Bowler, and Gay Lyn Bowler; 
parents, Roger and Agnes (nee Heiles) Bowler; and his sister, Pamela Dickey.

Surviving are his wife, Sandra (nee Juda) Bowler whom he married February 6, 1960 and she lives in 
Troy; his grandson, Joseph B. (Elissa) Bowler; great-grandson, Roman Joseph Bowler; sister, Paula 
Burns; brothers, Paul (Barbara) Bowler and Ray “Sam” Bowler; and his nieces, Marlena Burns and 
Krishna Dickey.

Memorials may be made to Gentle Barn Pet Rescue, 15825 Sierra Hwy, Santa Clarita, CA 91390 or Salvation Army, 20 Glory PL, 
Belleville, IL  62226. Online expressions of sympathy may be made at www.Richesonfh.com

Funeral services were held Saturday, April 24, 2021, at Richeson Funeral Home, with Rev. Lisa Williams officiating, burial was in 
Sunset Hills Cemetery, Glen Carbon.
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Silver R.O.T.C. Medal

On April 22, 2021, at Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter President, 
Richard Ruedin presented Cadet John Galinski The National Society Sons of the American Revolution Silver 
ROTC Medal in recognition of outstanding leadership qualities, military bearing and excellence, thus exemplify-
ing the high ideals and principles which motivated and sustained our patriot ancestors.

Cadet John Galinski, GGRC President Richard Ruedin

New GGRC Member

New Member

One of our newest members, Dale Hastings, was in 
attendance at the April 17, 2021 meeting. He is shown 
here on the right with Richard Ruedin, President of 
GGRC, on the left.
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EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Zion Lutheran Church, Bethalto, Illinois

May 16, 2021

Congratulations to Aiden Weber of Troop 101, Bethalto, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. The new Eagle received 
a certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution. Shown are (l-r): Robert Ridenour; Aidan Weber, the new Eagle Scout;  

Al Oleson; and Richard Ruedin, GGRC President and Eagle Scout Award Chairman
(Chuck Dobias was also present at the ceremony but disapeared before the photo was taken.)

Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Grotto of St. Mary’s Church, Alton, Illinois

April 17, 2021

Congratulations to Lucas Gratton of Troop 101,  
Bethalto, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. The 
new Eagle received a certificate, patch, and pocket Con-
stitution. Shown are (l-r): Richard Ruedin, GGRC 
President and Eagle Scout Award Chairman; and 

Lucas Gratton, the new Eagle Scout
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ILSSAR Awards

At the ILSSAR May 7, 2021, Awards Banquet, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter was given three awards:

A Presidential Citation for having at least one member present at every Board of Management meeting in 2020.

A Certificate of Commendation for Active Participation in the Flag Display Recognition Program in 2020.
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The Joel Willis Newsletter Certificate for publishing at least four Newsletters in 2020.

Kyra Wells of Greenville, Illinois, was the First Place Winner of a $500 scholarship from the GGRC Chapter in the Knights 
Essay Contest. She was also the First Place Winner of a $1,000 scholarship at the State Level. The presentation of this 
award was made by ILSSAR President Mike Campagnolo. Her essay was sent on to be judged at the National Level.

She thanked all the members of the GGRC Chapter and the ILSSAR for their support and encouragement. 

Knights Essay Contest

Kyra Wells receiving GGRC scholarship check 
from Eric Reelitz

Kyra Wells and Mike Campagnolo
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On May 31, 2021, four Compatriots of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of ILSSAR participated in the 154th 
conseccutive Alton, Illinois, Memorial Day Parade.

(l-r): Al Oleson, Chuck Dobias, Rich Ruedin, Bob Ridenour

Memorial Day Parade

Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
First Presbyterian Church, Alton, Illinois

June 27, 2021

Congratulations to Thomas Strohmeier of Troop 777, Rosewood Heights, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. The 
new Eagle received a certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution. Shown are (l-r): Chuck Dobias, Richard Ruedin, GGRC 

President and Eagle Scout Award Chairman, Thomas Strohmeier,  Robert Ridenour, and Phil Bailey
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Historical Flag Programs

Lewis and Clark Museum, Hartford, Illinois, June 12, 2021

June 12, 2021, was clear, sunny, and HOT. We (Jim DeGroff, Phil Bailey, Eric Reelitz, Chuck Dobias, Bob Ride-
nour, and Ferne Ridenour) set up the flags for the GGRC Historic Flag program in front of the Lewis and Clark 
Museum. There were 28 historic flags and 47 state flags to position. We had all 50 state flags, but ran out of flag 
holders. The holders had to be driven into the ground, using a hammer. It took about ninety minutes of HOT work 
to get everything ready. The program began at 11:00 am and lasted about 45 minutes. 

The program went well, except for the fact that the attendance was much less than we had hoped for. We had three 
people watching: a friend of Compatriot Dobias and two employees of the Lewis and Clark Museum!

It took almost an hour of HOT work to take up all the flags and holders and get them loaded into the truck.

Jim DeGroff (l) narrating program, Bob Ridenour (r) 
with the Green Mountain Flag

Phil Bailey with the Bennington Flag

Eric Reelitz with the Serapis Flag
(Betsy Ross Flag in the background)
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Historical Flag Programs

Chamberlin House Senior Living Facility, O’Fallon, Illinois, June 14, 2021

June 14, 2021, was also clear, sunny, and HOT. However, the program was inside the Chamberlin House in the 
air conditioning! Since the program was  inside, we had to set up only the 28 Historical Flags and their hold-
ers. This time we had several people bringing in flags and holders: Jim DeGroff, Phil & Linda Bailey, Bob & 
Ferne Ridenour, and Ferne’s sister, Rose Mary Oglesby. Chuck Dobias arrived after the setup was complete.The 
program began at 2:00 pm and lasted about 45 minutes.

The program went well. Our audience consisted of the residents and staff of the Chamberlin House. There were 
25-30 people in attendance, although they might not have all been there at the same time.

Jim DeGroff Starting Program with Bob Ridenour and Phil Bailey 

Bob Ridenour and Phil Bailey Holding the Betsy Ross Flag
While Jim DeGroff Tells its History
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Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest, and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour566@gmail.com; 
phone: (618) 377-9096.

Scheduled monthly meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville Moose 
Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.

Bob Ridenour and Phil Bailey Holding the Special 9-11 Flag

GGRC Compatriots with Some of the Chamberlin House Residents and Staff


