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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter
Elects New Officers

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions placed on group meetings in early 2020, the Genl George Rogers Clark (GGRC) 
Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution has not held an in-person business meeting since January of 
2020. This is the year we are to elect new chapter officers. That election was held entirely by e-mail.

On February 1, 2021, the Chairman of the Nominating Committee, Jim DeGroff e-mailed all GGRC members a 
copy of the slate of officers for 2021-22:

President .......................................................Richard Ruedin
(The bylaws state the VP becomes President automatically)

VP/Historian........................................................ Walt Harris
Secretary........................................................ Charles Dobias
Treasurer...................................................... Robert Ridenour
Registrar..............................................................Jim DeGroff
Chaplain...............................................................Eric Reelitz

This slate of officers was approved unanimously by the voting GGRC members. They will be sworn in at the next 
business meeting.
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Death of a Member

Paul David Kelso, age 75, formerly of Edwardsville, Illinois, passed away 
on Wednesday, March 17, 2021, at his home in Collinsville, Illinois.

He was born on August 26, 1945, in Worden, Illinois, the son of the late 
Joseph Amos and Dorothy Ellen (Deshaney) Kelso.

He married Carol Theresa Scheibe on December 2, 1967, in Edwards-
ville, at Trinity Lutheran Church. She survives. Paul is also survived by 
his three children, Caine Kelso and his wife, Kara, of Alhambra, Illinois, 
Chad Kelso and his wife, Robin, of St. Jacob, Illinois, and Paula Kelso 
of Edwardsville. He is also survived by five grandchildren, Aaron Kelso 
and his wife, Allison, of Highland, Illinois, Adam Kelso of Alhambra, 
Ali Kelso of Alhambra, Cody Kelso of New Douglas, Illinois, and Reyes 
Kelso of St. Jacob; one brother, Bob Kelso of Sorento, Illinois; and a 
brother-in-law, Dennis Scheibe and his wife, Kathy, of Edwardsville; as 
well as nieces and nephews. He was a devoted father and enjoyed most 

spending time with his family. He was preceded in death by his parents; four brothers and two sisters.

After graduating high school, Paul joined the United States Marines Corps. He was stationed at Camp Pendleton 
in California during the time of the Vietnam War.

Paul held several jobs throughout his life, and while his early work on the farm held a special place in his heart, 
he spent most of his career with the U.S. Post Office in Edwardsville, retiring after 31 years.

He enjoyed woodcarving, bird watching, dances at the senior center, and traveling, especially camping trips with 
his son and family, bus trips, and a surprise 30th anniversary trip to Hawaii with his wife; and traveling to Scotland 
and Ireland with his daughter. He liked to keep busy tinkering and fixing old things to bring them new life and 
building and remodeling everything on his own. He enjoyed learning new things and meeting new people. He 
never knew a stranger and was kind and generous to all he met.

Paul was a member and formerly a trustee and Vice President of the congregation at St. James Lutheran Church 
in Glen Carbon, Illinois. He was also a member of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution and former prop master for St. Louis Ballet.

Paul donated his body to Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis, Missouri, to further the 
advancement of medical education and research.

A memorial service will be held at a later date. Memorial contributions may be made in his name to the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

Weber & Rodney Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements. Online condolences may be expressed at 
weberfuneralhome.com.

[Published in Edwardsville Intelligencer on March 23, 2021.]
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Heroism Award

SAR Award for Heroism
Walter B. Harris

On Monday, 2 December 2019, 
there was an accident involving 
multiple semi-tractor trailers. Walter 
B. Harris helped get people out of 
wrecked vehicles. He crawled into 
an overturned semi-truck cab and 
was able to get one person out. He 
went back into the wreckage to get 
another person out, but he could not 
due to the individual being pinned 
in the wreckage.   Walt stayed with 
the driver and rendered first-aid 
and tried to stop the bleeding from 
the many injuries, which included 
a fractured hip and a compound 
fractured leg.  Walt was in the over 
turned semi-truck for over 45 min-
utes, not knowing if the truck would 

further roll or even catch fire. He stayed until the paramedics and fire department showed up to take over the 
driver’s care. He stayed on the scene until the fire department was able to cut the driver out. The driver was then 
airlifted to St. Louis.

Walter B. Harris, Vice President of Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR was awarded the SAR Medal for 
Heroism at the March 17, 2021 meeting of the GGRC Chapter. 

The award was presented by Robert Ridenour, Immediate Past President of GGRC.
Left: Robert Ridenour, Right: Walter Harris, Vice President of GGRC
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Awards
State Awards to GGRC

In May 2020, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR received three awards from The Illinois Society Sons 
of the American Revolution (ILSSAR). The first in-person meeting of the GGRC Chapter after that date was 
March 17, 2021, when the awards were announced to those members in attendance.

Perfect Attendance Award for GGRC member(s) being in attendance at all four of the 2019-2020 Board of Man-
agement  meetings.

Flag Award for the presentation of awards to citizens who display the American flag in the GGRC area.

The Joel Willis Newsletter Award for publishing at least four chapter newsletters per year.

Philip Bailey (right), GGRC Flag Awards Committee 
Chairman and Wreaths Across America Chairman was 
awarded the Bronze Roger Sherman Medal by GGRC 
for services to the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter 
SAR. The award was presented by Robert Ridenour, 
Immediate Past President of GGRC.

Charles Dobias was awarded the Silver Roger Sherman 
medal by ILSSAR for services to the state society. The 
award was presented by Robert Ridenour, Immediate 
Past President of GGRC.

Charles Dobias 
Receives Silver Roger Sherman Medal

Philip Bailey 
Receives Bronze Roger Sherman Medal
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New Members

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest, and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour566@gmail.com; 
phone: (618) 377-9096.

Scheduled monthly meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville Moose 
Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions placed on public gatherings early last year, our last monthly business meeting was held on 15 January 
2020. However, our Registrar, Jim DeGroff, did not take time off. The Genl George Rogers Clark has gained 25 new members in this 
time period. The new members are listed below in chronological order of the date of their approval.

NAME	 CITY OF RESIDENCE	 DATE OF APPROVAL

Christian R. Bauer	 Greenville, IL	 07 Feb 2020
Christopher J. T. Bauer	 Greenville, IL	 07 Feb 2020
Robert M. Bauer II	 Greenville, NC	 07 Feb 2020
David A. Johnson	 St. Jacob, IL	 17 Jul 2020
Grant J. Sutherlin	 Battlefield, MO	 03 Jul 2020
Steven E. Sutherlin	 Battlefield, MO	 03 Jul 2020
William E. Sutherlin	 Battlefield, MO	 03 Jul 2020
Christopher M. Davis, Jr	 Fremont, CA	 07 Aug 2020
Jake J. Hines	 La Grange, IL	 07 Aug 2020
Owen M. Hines	 La Grange, IL	 07 Aug 2020
Richard L. Eilers	 Highland, IL	 14 Aug 2020
Dan W. Leonard	 Edwardsville, IL	 04 Sep 2020
Glenn W. Wenzel	 Collinsville, IL	 04 Sep 2020
Charles L. Rudder	 Troy, IL	 11 Sep 2020
Brian N. Slack	 Lebanon, IL	 18 Sep 2020
Herbert J. Slack	 Russiaville, IN	 18 Sep 2020
Jacob C. Slack	 O’Fallon, IL	 18 Sep 2020
Joel V. Slack	 Belleville, IL	 18 Sep 2020
Brent J. Dodson	 Buford, GA	 16 Oct 2020
Sebastian J. Neudeck	 Greenville, IL	 11 Dec 2020
Robert M. Murphy	 Edwardsville, IL	 15 Jan 2021
Carter J. Burnett	 Edwardsville, IL	 28 Jan 2021
John C. Almos	 Glen Carbon, IL	 29 Jan 2021
Rodney D, Almos	 Glen Carbon, IL	 29 Jan 2021
Thomas R. H. Almos	 Glen Carbon, IL	 29 Jan 2021
Jacob B. Ambuel	 Carlinville, IL	 29 Jan 2021

Good Work, Jim!
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New Member

New Member

One of our newest members, Brian Slack, was in attendance at the March 17, 2021 meeting. He is shown here 
on the left with Richard Ruedin, President of GGRC, on the right.

[We apologize for the black and white photo. The color photo was extremely dark and when we tried to lighten 
it, it turned bright blue and green?] 

2021 Plans

The Chapter Board of Managers is making plans assuming that 2021 is going to be a “normal” year and we will 
be able to hold in-person meetings and events. You will be apprised of these plans.


