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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

Gravemarking for Wooten Harris
On 16 October 2020, the Benjamin Mills Chapter ILSDAR held a grave marking for Revolutionary War veteran Wooten Harris. Mem-
bers of the Genl George Rogers Clark ILSSAR and the Ewington Chapter ILSSAR supplied the color guard, the rifle and sword salute, 
and TAPS for the ceremony. The ceremony was also attended by several state officers of ILSDAR and a U. S. Congressman.

Wooten Harris, born in March 1759, was the third son of Isaac Harris of Meherrin Parish, Brunswick County, Virginia. Wooten served in 
the Virginia Militia during the Revolutionary War. His father and three older brothers also served. They had all enlisted by 1777. Wooten 
was the youngest to go to war at the age of 18, a Private in Captain Elliott’s Company of Militia, of Colonel Harrison’s Regiment, from 
Brunswick Co., Virginia.

In the fall of 1777, the Indian Nations northwest of the Ohio became the allies of Great Britain. An invasion of their country was planned, 
to be commanded by General Edward Hand. A call for Virginia Frontiersmen went out and Wooten’s father, Isaac Harris, answered the 
call. He marched to Fort Henry under Captain William Foreman. On September 27, 1777, he was sent out with 44 other men and Capt. 
Foreman to investigate a large column of smoke coming from the area of a local farm near McMechen Narrows, Virginia (now West 
Virginia). The farm and farmer were found safe; but on the way back the contingent was attacked by Indians and 25 men (including 
Wooten’s father, Isaac) were killed in an ambush known as Foreman’s Defeat.

His father’s death was quite a blow to young Wooten. Isaac was the anchor for their family. Nevertheless, Wooten continued to serve 
his country. In 1778, he enlisted in the regular army as a Private in Captain Moore’s Company, Colonel Davies’ Regiment. Wooten was 
discharged in the Spring of 1780.

Yet again, in 1780, he enlisted as a Private in Captain Thomas Thraykill’s Company, Colonel Holcomb’s Regiment. And, yet again, in 
1781 he re-enlisted in Captain Lawrence House’s Company, Colonel Tucker’s Regiment.

Wooten served under famous commanders and marched through several important battle areas. His three older brothers also served and 
fought in the Revolutionary War. Besides the upset of his father’s death in battle, Wooten experienced a lot of stress over leaving the 
homeplace unprotected, along with his mother and four younger siblings. 

After the war, Wooten began to establish a normal life. In January 1784, Wooten married Frances Adams. Frances was born March 19, 
1765, in Albermarle Parish, Sussex County, Virginia, the daughter of Benjamin Adams, Jr., and Frances Atkinson then living in Tryon 
County, North Carolina.
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Wooten and Frances had nine children: Sterling Harris, Martha (Harris) Angel, Elizabeth (Harris) Halford, Joel Harris, Frances (Harris) 
Cook, Benjamin Harris, William B. Harris, Catherine (Harris) Hicks, and Mary (Harris) Jordan

Wooten’s children grew up, married and had children of their own. Wooten Harris, his family and their families, moved to Hickman 
(later Wayne) County, Tennessee, in 1818. In the late 1820’s the family moved from Hickman County, Tennessee to Montgomery and 
Fayette Counties, Illinois. The entire extended family moved together from place to place pretty much as a whole.

Wooten marked off part of his land near Bingham, in Fayette County, Illinois, as a family cemetery. This cemetery is named Harris 
Cemetery. Wooten Harris died 11 Feb 1840 in Hurricane Township, Fayette County, Illinois, and is buried in Harris Cemetery. His wife, 
and several other family members are also buried there. 

Color Guard and Attending Dignitaries

Color Guard - Back Row (l-r): Bob Lybarger, Joe Harris, Bob Ridenour, Jim DeGroff, Eric Reelitz, Ron Wood
Dignitaries (l-r): Debra Coe, Illinois DAR Dist. I director; Doda Starkey, Dist. VII director; Julie Barnes, Dist. VI 
director; Sharla Luken, ISO State Regent; the Honorable John Shimkus, U.S. Congressman; Lisa Stephens, Benjamin 
Mills DAR Chapter Regent; Barbara Easter, ISO State Librarian; Debra Sandercock, ISO State Registrar
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Color Guard with Descendants of Wooten Harris

(l-r): Bob Lybarger, Diana Sanders*, Carol Ann Vincent*, Joe Harris, Judith Williams*, Bob Ridenour, 
Lisa Stephens*, Linda Williams*, Jim DeGroff, Broc Kroeger*, Eric Reelitz, Ron Wood

* Descendant of Wooten Harris.
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARDS
First Baptist Church, Jerseyville, Illinois

November 2, 2020

Eight scouts from Troop 59 in Jerseyville, Illinois, completed the requirements for the rank of Eagle Scout in 2020 be-
tween March 9 and September 20. Due to the COVID-19 restrctions placed on public gatherings, the new Eagle Scouts 
were unable to have a ceremony to receive the SAR Eagle Scout Award. That was remedied on November 2, 2020. 

A ceremony was held outside in the parking lot of the First Baptist Church in Jerseyville and all eight new Eagles 
were recognized. The ceremony started at 6:30 p.m. and it was dark, but there were some lights in the parking lot. The 
resulting photographs were not top quality; however, we worked with what we had.

The new Eagles each received a certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution. Shown in the photo above are (l-r):

Back Row: 	 Robert Ridenour, GGRC President; Jack Brangenberg; Owen Roberts; Matthew Baecht; 
	 Jace Moore; and Brendan Schultz
Front Row: 	 William Pelletier; Hunter Koenig; Thomas Kuehnel; and Richard Ruedin, GGRC Vice President 
	 and Eagle Scout Award Chairman
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GGRC Chapter Outstanding Citizenship Awards

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions placed on public gatherings this spring, we were unable to have the normal GGRC Chapter Outstand-
ing Citizenship Awards ceremony. Also, due to the efforts required of the school systems to just keep classes going, we received only ten 
nominations for the award. However, the nominated students will receive their awards, but by mail rather than at a special ceremony.

The winners of this year’s GGRC Chapter Outstanding Citizenship Awards and the schools they represent are:

	 Student	 School

	 Abbigale R. Brunk............................................................. Bond County Community Unit #2 High School 
	 Macie Kinder................................................................................................................Brussels High School    
	 Kennedy Ruyle..........................................................................................................Carrollton High School
	 Chance Reiniesch.........................................................................................................Gillespie High School
	 Lauren McCartney...........................................................................................Madison Senior High School
	 Jonathan  David Botterbush......................................................................Marquette Catholic High School     
	 Kevin Jay Botterbush, Jr............................................................................Marquette Catholic High School 
	 Xavier V. Warlick.....................................................................................Metro-East Lutheran High School   
	 Matthew Franklin..................................................................................Mississippi Valley Christian School
	 Alexa Cassidy.............................................................................................................. Nokomis High School 
	 Taylor Campbell.............................................................................................................Roxana Senior High   
   
Hopefully, the pandemic restrictions will be behind us next year and we can return to normal operations.

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest, and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour566@gmail.com; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Scheduled monthly meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville Moose 
Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.
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GGRC Chapter Flag Awards

The GGRC Chapter was able to select people to receive our Flag Awards this year. But we could not hold the normal presentation 
ceremony due to the COVID-19 restrictions placed on public gatherings. The GGRC Flag Awards Chairman, Phil Bailey, attempted to 
deliver the certificates to the recipients. However, even with a phone call giving an approximate time of arrival to all recipients, Scott 
Meyers of Godfrey Township and Robert Leguerigue of New Douglas Township were not at home.

The recipients of this year’s GGRC Chapter flag awards are:

David & Lisa McGiffen.........................Alton Township

Louis Hafner.................................. Alhambra Township
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Pete Hess.....................................Fort Russell Township Frank Weber........................................ Foster Township

GGRC Chapter Flag Awards

Steve  Bartels........................................Hamel Township Ronald L. Bolen.......................................Leef Township
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GGRC Chapter Flag Awards

Edward Horton...................................... Olive Township

Randall & Anita Luttrell................Omphghent Township Mr. & Mrs. Jamie Wells...............Wood River Township

Misty Durban.........................................Moro Township
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Wreaths Across America

GGRC participated in Wreaths Across America on December 19, 2020, at 11:00 am at Glen Carbon Village Cemetery. Due to restric-
tions put in place because of the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s ceremony was different than previous years. The ceremony opened 
with a welcome from GGRC Member, Philip Bailey; the singing of the National Anthem by Ellen Henschen; the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag; and an Invocation. The wreathes were placed on the veterans’ graves by members and leaders of Boy Scout Troop 1034 and 
members and leaders of Pin Oak 4H Club.

Philip Bailey read the name, rank, branch of service, and awards of each of over 70 veterans, a wreath was placed on the veteran’s grave, 
and a bell was tolled by a member of Boy Scout Troop 1034. The graves of the only two men from Glen Carbon to die in World War I 
had wreathes placed by GGRC Vice-President, Richard Ruedin, and GGRC Member Eric Reelitz.

The program concluded with the singing of God Bless America by Ellen Henschen, a flintlock rifle salute , and the “playing” of Taps by 
GGRC Member, Eric Reelitz, and a closing by Philip Bailey.

Singing of The Star-Spangled Banner by Ellen Henschen

Part of the Attendees at the Ceremony
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Reading the Veterans’ Names and Tolling the Bell

Preparing for the Flintlock Salute Taps “Played” by Eric Reelitz

Eric Reelitz and Rich Ruedin 
Salute After Laying Wreaths at the 

Doughboy Statue Honoring 
Emil Trentaz and Harry Seaton – 
the Only Two Glen Carbon Men 

Who Died in World War I

Wreaths Across America


