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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

New Member

At a Recent Meeting of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR, a New Compatriot Received His 
Membership Certificate and Rosette. 

Above: (l) New Compatriot, Eric Schwarz and Bob Ridenour, President GGRC



University of Scouting

On Saturday, January 18, 2020, the University of Scouting was held at Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville. 
Compatriot Richard Ruedin, member of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter, was there to tell the scouts about 
the Eagle Scout Award and Essay Contest sponsored by the Sons of the American Revolution.

Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
St. Ambrose Church, Godfrey, Illinois

February 16, 2020

Congratulations to William Roderfeld of Troop 7, Alton, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. The new Eagle 
received a certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution. Shown are (l-r): Philip Bailey, Richard Ruedin, Charles Dobias, 

and William Roderfeld, the new Eagle
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Annual Awards Dinner

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter Sons of the American Revolution held its annual awards dinner on Thursday, 
February 20, 2020, at Julia’s Banquet Center in East Alton, Illinois.

Color Guard Bringing in the Colors
(l-r): Eric Reelitz, Richard Ruedin, James Patterson

Ellen Henschen Leading the Assemblage in The National 
Anthem and God Bless America

Mike Wood, President of the Fernando de Labaya 
Chapter Missouri SAR, describing the upcoming

SAR Night at Busch Stadium
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A program titled  Eliza Lucas Pinckney: A 20th Cen-
tury Woman in the 18th Century was presented by Dr. 
Kelly Obernuefemann. Eliza Lucas Pinckney  changed 
agriculture in Colonial South Carolina, where she devel-
oped indigo as one of its most important cash crops. Its 
cultivation and processing as dye produced one-third the 
total value of the colony’s exports before the Revolutionary 
War. Manager of three plantations, Mrs. Pinckney had a 
major influence on the colonial economy.

Dr. Obernuefemann is a Professor of History and the Co-
ordinator of History, Political Science, and Geography at 
Lewis and Clark Community College. Her areas of exper-
tise are American Social History, American Southern His-
tory, and the American Civil War.

Annual Awards Dinner

Richard Chamblin, President ILSSAR attended our 
Annual Awards Banquet and spoke to us briefly.
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Annual Awards Dinner

The GGRC officers  presented brief reports on the activities and events of the chapter during the past year.
Clockwise from upper left: Robert Ridenour, President; Richard Ruedin, Vice-President; James DeGroff, 

Registrar; and Charles Dobias, Secretary.
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Richard Ruedin (l) receives a Bronze Roger Sherman Medal for service to the Genl George Rogers Clark 
Chapter ILSSAR from Robert Ridenour, GGRC Chapter President

Annual Awards Dinner

Eric Reelitz, Chairman of the Knight’s Essay Award Committee, presents this year’s award to Kyra Wells, a 
Junior at Greenville High School, Greenville, Illinois.
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Glenview, Illinois

March 1, 2020

On March 1, 2020, Richard Ruedin, GGRC Vice President and Eagle Scout Chairman, presented the SAR 
Eagle Scout Award to his grandson, Matthew Heublein of Troop 156, in Glenview, Illinois.

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, East Alton, Illinois

March 14, 2020

Congratulations to Lucas Brown of Troop 777, East Alton, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. 
The new Eagle received a certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution. 

Shown are (l-r): the new Eagle, Lucas Brown; Richard Ruedin; Robert Ridenour; and Philip Bailey.
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Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, East Alton, Illinois

March 15, 2020

Congratulations to Jayden Zebrowski of Troop 777, East Alton, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. 
The new Eagle received a certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution. 

Shown are (l-r): Robert Ridenour; the new Eagle, Jayden Zebrowski; Philip Bailey; and Richard Ruedin. 

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest, and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour566@gmail.com; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Scheduled monthly meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville Moose 
Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.

Due to circumstances beyond our control, the GGRC meeting scheduled for 
March 18, 2020, has been cancelled. Hopefully, circumstance will improve and we can 
meet again on April 15, 2020.


