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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

Birthday Celebration

At the October 15, 2019, meeting of the Genl George 
Rogers Clark Chapter SAR, we celebrated the 93rd birthday 
of one of our Compatriots who is a Founding Member of 

the Chapter, Lloyd Schwarz.
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23rd Annual Flag Award Ceremony
On Thursday, November 7, 2019, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution held their 23rd Annual 
Flag Award ceremony at the Edwardsville Courthouse. The SAR Flag Award Ceremony is held each year in November close to Veterans 
Day to honor Madison County residents who regularly and properly fly the U.S. flag.

This year, the awards were given to residents of southern townships of Madison County; next year, the awards will go to residents of 
the northern townships.

This year’s award recipients received their certificates from Phil Bailey and Bob Ridenour. Those recipients are:

	 Name	 Township

	 Monty Newberry	 Chouteau
	 Robert and Dianne Parker	 Collinsville
	 Gary and Pat Criley	 Edwardsville
	 Stephanie Sendabaugh	 Granite City
	 Bill Sullivan	 Helvetia
	 Jack and Deborah Baker	 Jarvis
Several of the awardees were unable to attend the ceremony, but their certificates will be delivered to them.

	 Name	 Township

	 Don and Louis Pendegrass	 Marine
	 Carl and Sara Stratton	 Nameoki
	 Gary and Linda S. Henson	 Pin Oak
	 Lucille Rakers	 St. Jacob
	 Larry and Patricia Goodwin	 Saline
	 Ora Leonard	 Venice

Robert & Dianne Parker of Collinsville Township Gary & Pat Criley of Edwardsville Township

Jack Baker of Jarvis Township Gary & Linda Henson of Pin Oak Township
Could not attend, their daughter accepted the award on 

their behalf.
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Lucille Rakers of St. Jacob Township Larry Goodwin of Saline Township

The Award Recipients Present and GGRC Compatriots
(l-r): Rich Ruedin, Larry Goodwin, Robert Parker, Phil Bailey, Dianne Parker, Eric Reelitz,

Jack Baker, Lucille Rakers, Dave File, Pat Criley, Bob Ridenour, Gary Criley, Wayne Eastby, Chuck Dobias
(Jim DeGroff is in the back out of sight)

23rd Annual Flag Award Ceremony
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Genl George Rogers Clark Ladies’ Night Out
The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution had a Ladies’ Night Out on November 7, 2019, at the 
Moose Annex in Edwardsville at 6:30 pm. 

Stephen Hyatt (l) was Presented with a Bronze Color 
Guard Medal by GGRC President Robert Ridenour

“President Abraham Lincoln” Dropped in and Pro-
vided an Interesting Perspective Into the Life of the 

16th President of the United States

Some of the Attendees at the Ladies’ Night Out
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New Members

At a Recent Meeting of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR, Two New Members Received Their 
Membership Certificates and Rosettes. Above: Keith Lindberg. Below: Thomas Sweet.
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GGRC participated in Wreaths Across America on December 14, 2019, at 11:00 am at Glen Carbon Cemetery. 
The ceremony opened with a welcome from GGRC Member, Philip Bailey; the singing of the National Anthem 
by Ellen Henschen; the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag led by GGRC President, Robert Ridenour; and an Invoca-
tion by GGRC Member, Eric Reelitz. The wreathes were placed on the veterans’ graves by members and leaders 
of Boy Scout Troop 1034 and members and leaders of Pin Oak 4H Club.

Philip Bailey read the name, rank, branch of service, and awards of each of 76 veterans, a wreath was placed on 
the veteran’s grave, and a bell was rung by a member of the Pin Oak 4H. The graves of the only two men from 
Glen Carbon to die in World War I had wreathes placed by GGRC Past-President, Charles Dobias and GGRC 
President Robert Ridenour.

The program concluded with the singing of God Bless America by Ellen Henschen and the playing of Taps by 
GGRC Member, Marvin Meng, and a closing by Philip Bailey.

Due to the cold, windy weather, there was no posting or retirement of colors, or flintlock rifle salute.

Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Camp Warren Levis, Godfrey, Illinois

November 23, 2019

Congratulations to William Kollmar of Troop 7, Alton, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. The new Eagle received 
a certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution. Shown are (l-r): Richard Ruedin; Robert Ridenour; The New Eagle and his 
Parents Brandy, William, and Billy Kollmar; and Wayne Eastby.

Wreaths Across America
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Wreaths Across America

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

Reading the Name, Rank, Branch of Service, and Awards of Each Veteran
(l-r): Philip Bailey, Eric Reelitz, Ellen Henschen, Marvin Meng, Mayor of Glen Carbon, 

and Other Dignitaries Present

Placing the Wreaths
Members and Leaders of Boy Scout Troop 1034 and Members and Leaders of Pin Oak 4H Club 
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The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest, and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Scheduled monthly meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville Moose 
Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.

Wreaths Across America

The Bell Tolled Once for Each Veteran as His Name 
Was Read

(l-r): A Leader and a Member of Pin Oak 4H Club

Preparing to Lay Wreaths at the 
Doughboy Statue Honoring 

Emil Trentaz and Harry Seaton – the Only Two 
Glen Carbon Men Who Died in World War I

(l-r): Charles Dobias, Past-President GGRC
Robert Ridenour, President GGRC 


