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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

Past President’s Award

Chuck Dobias, Past President of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR, received the Past President’s Pin from 
the current President Robert Ridenour, on July 17, 2019.
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Camp Warren Levis, Godfrey, Illinois

August 3, 2019

Congratulations to Derek Schley of Troop 101, Bethalto, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. The new Eagle received 
a certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution. Shown are (l-r): Phil Bailey, Derek Schley, and  Robert Ridenour.

Memorial Membership

GGRC President Robert Ridenour (r) presents David Axtell (l) with a Memorial Membership Certificate for his 
brother, Ralph William Axtell, who passed away while his membership was being processed
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Heroism Award

Deputy Rescues Man Trapped in Flood

On March 31, 2019, a Jersey County deputy braved chest deep water to rescue an 83-year-old man whose vehicle was partially sub-
merged in flood water along Route 100 near the Pere Marquette Illinois Youth Center.

Deputy Justin Decker responded to the scene and observed the man splashing inside of the vehicle. Decker entered the chest deep water 
and was able to free the trapped driver. Decker removed his life jacket and secured it to the driver. Since the driver, Donald Lurton, had 
been trapped in the vehicle for approximately 40 minutes, he did not think he could walk, since he was so cold and needed a cane for 
assistance. Deputy Decker transported Mr. Lurton to the shoreline and took actions to keep him warm.

The QEM Fire Department and Jersey County Ambulance also responded to the scene. Mr. Lurton was taken to Jersey Community 
Hospital for further evaluation. He has fully recovered from his harrowing experience.

On August 13, 2019, at the regular meeting of the Jersey County Board, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) presented Deputy Justin Decker with the SAR Medal and Certificate of Heroism. 
Shown here are (l-r): GGRC Compatriots Roy Wehling, Charles Dobias, and Robert Ridenour; Deputy Justin Decker; 
GGRC Compatriots Phillip Bailey, and Richard Ruedin.

Regular Monthly Meetings to Be Catered

Starting with the October 16, 2019, meeting, the Edwardsville Moose has agreed to cater our regular monthly 
meetings at a cost of $10 per person. 
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Jim DeGroff Receives Liberty Medal

Jim DeGroff (l) receives a Liberty Medal from GGRC President, Robert Ridenour (r). This award was an-
nounced at the 129th Annual NSSAR Congress in Costa Mesa, California, in July 2019. The Liberty Medal is 
awarded to an individual who signed as first line sponsor, the applications of ten new members. Jim has been 
awarded this medal numerous times for his outstanding work as the GGRC Chapter Registrar.

Genl George Rogers Clark Ladies’ Night Out

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution is having a Ladies’ Night Out on November 7, 2019, at 
the Moose Annex in Edwardsville at 6:30 pm. 

We are going to have a speaker – President Abraham Lincoln, portrayed by ?? When the speaker is in dress at the event, he wants to be 
addressed as if he were Abraham Lincoln. So please greet him as Mr. Lincoln, Mr. President, or President Lincoln.

We need a good headcount for the caterer by October 31. The cost is $15 per person. I currently have only 12 people on the list, includ-
ing the speaker and his wife.

You can pay at the door, but if you commit to being there, your meals will have to be paid. If you wish, you can send a check to me at:

Robert Ridenour, 4814 Loop Road, Dorsey, IL  62021.

DO NOT send a check to Wayne Eastby, the GGRC Treasurer, as he will be out of town, and I will not receive the information or the 
check.

Since we are having a speaker, this will not be a business meeting. We will have our regular business meeting on Wednesday, November 20, 
2019, at the Moose Lodge at 11:30 am.

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine
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The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Scheduled monthly meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville Moose 
Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.

Donation of Uniform

Bill Wilson, member of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter ILSSAR, recently donated his Washington Guard 
uniform to the chapter to be sold to a member of the chapter that wanted a uniform. The proceeds of the sale were 
donated to the chapter. James Patterson purchased the uniform. 

Thank you, Bill, for the donation. Thank you, James, for the purchase. Now you will have no excuse for not ap-
pearing in the color guarrd.

Upcoming Events

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter Sons of the American Revolution has two events scheduled for later this 
year.

Flag Awards Ceremony

The Flag Awards Ceremony will be held on November 7, 2019, 11:00 am at the Madison County Courthouse. If 
you have a uniform, please wear it; if not, come anyway. Remember, you cannot bring knives or cameras into the 
courthouse. That also applies to firearms, i.e., no flintlocks. Please be there by 10:30 am.

Wreaths Across America

GGRC will participate in Wreaths Across America on December 14, 2019, at 11:00 am at Glen Carbon Cemetery. 
Due to limited parking at the cemetery, you can park on the bike trail parking lot by the new firehouse and a shuttle 
service will bring you to the cemetery. If you have a uniform, please wear it; if you have a flintlock, please bring 
it and be part of the rifle salute to the veterans. If neither of these is the case, you can still assist in the placing of 
the wreaths. Be there by 10:30 am.


