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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

University of Scouting

On Saturday, January 26, 2019, the University of Scouting Midway was held on the second floor of the gymna-
sium area in the Vadalabene Center at Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville. Compatriot Richard Ruedin, 
member of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter, was there to tell the scouts about the Eagle Scout Award and 
Essay Contest sponsored by the Sons of the American Revolution.
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Worden American Legion Hall, February 2, 2019

Congratulations to Hamel Troop 91’s newest Eagle Scout, Cole Budde. He was honored at a Court of Honor at 
the Worden American Legion Hall on Saturday, February 2, 2019. Shown are GGRC Compatriot Richard Rue-
din, Cole Budde, Chapter President Charles Dobias, Compatriot Phil Bailey, and Chapter Vice President Bob 
Ridenour. The new Eagle received a patch, a certificate, and a pocket Constitution.

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
St. Jacob United Church of Christ, March 17, 2019

Congratulations to Boy Scout Troop 1038’s newest Eagle Scouts: Cameron Woods, Maximillian Hellrung, and 
Blake Renken. They were honored at a Court of Honor at the St. Jacob United Church of Christ on Sunday, 
March 17, 2019. Shown are GGRC Compatriot Richard Ruedin, Chapter President Bob Ridenour, Blake Ren-
ken, Compatriot Dennis Lybarger, Maximillian Hellrung, Compatriot Phil Bailey, and Cameron Woods. The new 
Eagles each  received a patch, a certificate, and a pocket Constitution.
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Webster Elementary School, March 31, 2019

Congratulations to Boy Scout Troop 1226’s newest Eagle Scout, Hunter Snow. He was honored at a Court of 
Honor at the Webster Elementary School in Collinsville on Sunday, March 31, 2019. Shown are GGRC Compa-
triots Chuck Dobias, Richard Ruedin, and Phil Bailey, Hunter Snow, Compatriots Bob Ridenour, Jim DeGroff, 
and Eric Reelitz. The new Eagle received a patch, a certificate, and a pocket Constitution.

Joe and Gen Hill Have Moved

Their new address is:

Joe and Gen Hill
1001 Axxin Ave

Apt. 612
Garden City, NY  11530-2152

Phone (516) 530-6645

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Scheduled monthly luncheon meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville 
Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.
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Presentation to Alton Museum of History and Art

Serendipity at Work

About ten years ago, Mr. Larry Heffernan was shopping in an antique store. He had not found anything that inspired him and the owner 
told him about an estate sale that was taking place nearby. Larry went to the estate sale and almost everything had already been sold. One 
of the items remaining was an Illinois Sons of the American Revolution membership certificate in a frame. The name on the certificate, 
dated 1916, was William Dawson Armstrong.  Larry decided that this was something that should be preserved and the Armstrong family 
might like to have, so he bought it, took it home with him, and stored it in his garage.

Fast forward to the summer of 2018. Phil Bailey, a member of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American Revo-
lution needed a lawnmower repaired. Phil’s friend recommended Larry Heffernan and Phil went to see Larry. While they were discussing 
lawn mowers, Larry noticed that Phil was wearing an SAR ball cap. Larry asked Phil is he was a member of SAR, and when Phil replied 
affirmatively, Larry said, “I have something which might interest you.” Larry handed Phil the framed certificate and said, “I’ll give this 
to you, and maybe you can find a good home for it.” Phil thanked Larry several times and the certificate went home with Phil.

Phil brought the framed certificate to the January 2019 meeting of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter and gave it to the Chapter 
President, Chuck Dobias, who did some research on the Armstrong family. There was a name and address in Alton, Illinois, written on 
the back of the frame. Chuck was able to determine that William Dawson Armstrong had no living heirs. 

With a little more research Chuck determined that William Dawson Armstrong was a prominent figure in Alton, Illinois, where he had 
been born. He was an accomplished musician and composer, played the organ at the St. Louis World’s Fair, and established a music 
school in Alton. He also taught music at Forest Park University for Women in St. Louis, Shurtleff College, and Western Military Acad-
emy.

Chuck decided that since the certificate was an orphan and part of Alton’s history, it should go to the Alton Museum of History and Art. 
He called the museum and asked if they knew of William Dawson Armstrong. Brian Combs, Executive Director of the Museum, was 
incredulous when Chuck told him about the certificate. Last year, 2018, was the 150th birthday anniversary of the composer, and, over 
the past year, the museum has had a display featuring Alton’s famous composer. Combs indicated that they would love to acquire the 
document, and would like to place it on display at soon as possible.

It was agreed to hold a small ceremony at the museum on January 26, 2019, to present the certificate to the museum, which is located at 
2809 College Avenue in Alton. Those members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR present were: Phil Bailey, Chuck Dobias, 
Chapter President, Bob Ridenour, Chapter Vice-President, Jerry Oglesby, John Stanton, and Justin Ottolini. Also present were Larry 
Heffernan and Brian Combs.

(l-r): Jerry Oglesby, Chuck Dobias, Phil Bailey, Larry Heffernan, John Stanton, Justin Ottolini, Bob Ridenour
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Annual Awards Dinner

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter Sons of the American Revolution held its annual awards dinner on Thursday, 
February 21, 2019, at the First Christian Church in Edwardsville, Illinois.

GGRC President, Chuck Dobias, opening the meeting

Part of the color guard, saluting the colors
(l-r): Dennis Lybarger, Richard Ruedin, Eric Reelitz, Phil Bailey, Jerry Oglesby, Anthony Robison
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Annual Awards Dinner

New member, Ernie Parker, receives his membership certificate (along with four cetificates for other mem-
bers of his family) from Chuck Dobias, GGRC President, assisted by Jim DeGroff, GGRC Registrar

New member, Bob Lindbergh receives his membership certificate from Chuck Dobias, GGRC President
This is the first meeting that Bob has been able to attend since becoming a member.
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A program titled  An Illinois Experience from Captain Benjamin Godfrey was presented by John Meehan, in the 
persona of Captain Benjamin Godfrey. Benjamin Godfrey was the founder of the Village of Godfrey, Monticello Female 
Seminary, (now  Lewis & Clark Community College), the founder also of several businesses and churches in the Alton/
Godfrey area (including the Chapel which still stands on the campus of Lewis & Clark Community College).

Annual Awards Dinner

Jim  DeGroff receives a Certificate of Appreciation for services as 
SAR National Membership Committee Vice Chairman from Dick Chamblin, Illinois State SAR President

Captain Benjamin Godfrey, as portrayed by John Meehan
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Annual Awards Dinner

New officers of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter - Sons of the American Revolution being sworn in by 
Illinois State President - Sons of the American Revolution, Dick Chamblin

(l-r) Front row: Dick Chamblin, Bob Ridenour, GGRC President; Rich Ruedin, GGRC Vice-President; 
Chuck Dobias, GGRC Secretary; 

Back row: Jim DeGroff, GGRC Registrar; Wayne Eastby, GGRC Treasurer

Back row (l-r): Chuck Dobias, Phil Bailey, Dennis Lybarger, Jim DeGroff, Sam Akeman
Middle row (l-r): John Meehan, Jerry Oglesby, Wayne Eastby, Rich Ruedin, Eric Reelitz, Bob Ridenour

Front row (l-r): Dick Chamblin, Lloyd Schwarz
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Annual Awards Dinner

From the Incoming President

First of all, I want to thank you for the confidence you have shown in me by electing me as your president. 

I am going to rely on help from all the committees to accomplish my job. We need to make sure that we have 
chairs and co-chairs for all our committees. So if you are asked to be on a committee, I hope you will agree to be 
a part of your Chapter’s leadership.

If we are to continue having luncheon meetings, we need to find a caterer for our meetings or another solution. If 
you have suggestions please call or email me about your ideas. I have been approached by some of our members 
who still work and they asked about the possibility of some evening meetings so that they could attend. Evening 
meetings would also give us the possibility of having spouses and/or guests attend. We could also have a speaker 
at an evening meeting. We had an evening meeting several years ago, and the attendance was very good. 

One of the things that the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter does very well is mark the graves of Revolutionary 
War Patriots’ graves. Since 2010, we have marked the graves of over 20 Revolutionary War veterans. However, 
we are having problems finding more graves to mark. Our chapter takes in seven counties: Bond, Calhoun, Jersey, 
Greene, Macoupin, Madison, and Montgomery. I would like to contact the DAR Chapters in these counties and 
ask for recommendations of graves to mark. If anyone has any other ideas, I would like to hear from you.

I was asked about which members might be deserving of awards, but was unable to make any recommendations 
because I have no way to know which awards members have already received. I would like to see a database de-
veloped of members’ current awards.

I look forward to working with all of you to accomplish these goals. Thank you once again for electing me as your 
president.


