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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

NOTICE — CHANGE OF MEETING DATE

The November meeting of the GGRC Chapter SAR
has been changed to the SECOND Wednesday, 

November 14, 2018
at Edwardsville Moose Lodge, 

7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143).
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Death of Member
Thomas W. Blixen 

Thomas Whiteside Blixen, 74, of Mascoutah, Illinois, born 
March 28, 1944, in St. Louis, Missouri, died Wednesday, Septem-
ber 12, 2018, at his home.

He was a retired schoolteacher from Mascoutah Junior High where 
he taught from 1966-2000. He graduated from Edwardsville High 

Thomas W. Blixen

School in 1962; attended Eastern Illinois University where he 
earned a B.S. in Education in 1966, and a Master’s Degree in Edu-
cation in 1969.

Tom was a member of St. John United Church of Christ, Mas-
coutah, Illinois; Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Sons 
of the American Revolution; Pi Kappa Alpha, ZT Chapter, EIU; 
National Educational Assn.; Illinois Education Assn.; Mascoutah 
Education Assn.; former member of the Mascoutah Lions Club; 
Illinois Historical Society; Madison County Historical Society; St. 
Clair County Historical Society; and Missouri Historical Society. 
He enjoyed hunting (small animals), fishing (small fish), reading 
and writing, cooking, sports, St. Louis Cardinals baseball, travel-
ing, and spending time with family.

He is preceded  in death by his parents, Harris H. and Mary (nee 
Whiteside) Blixen.

Surviving are his wife Shirley (nee Boehm) Blixen whom he mar-
ried in Belleville, Illinois, on June 1, 1974; a son, Michael (Jenni-
fer) Blixen of Lombard, Illinois; and a grandson, Benjamin.

Memorials may be made to Humane Society of Belleville Area, 
1301 S. 11th St., Belleville, IL 62223 or Mascoutah Food Pantry, 
17 W. Main St., Mascoutah, IL  62258. 

Death of Member
Robert M. Kilzer

Robert M. Kilzer
Robert M. Kilzer, age 71, of Maryville, Illinois, born August 19, 
1947, in East St. Louis, Illinois, passed away on Monday, Septem-
ber 17, 2018, at his residence.

Robert retired from Afton Chemical in Sauget, Illinois, as a chemi-
cal operator. He previously worked as a railroad block operator for 

Norfolk Southern. He was a member of the Genl George Rogers 
Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution, and the Il-
linois Society of the War of 1812. He enjoyed fishing, gardening, 
and being outside, and spending time with his family.

Bob was preceded in death by his parents, Claude Lee and Golda 
(nee Braw) Kilzer; two sisters: Juanita Tayon and Delores Kilzer; 
and five brothers: Charles, William, Claude, Jr., Lee Roy, and Don-
ald Kilzer.

He is survived by his wife, Sharon (nee Conlee) Kilzer; whom he 
married December 12, 1994; three sons: Scott Kilzer of Pontoon 
Beach, Illinois, Paul (Colleen) Kilzer of Pontoon Beach, Illinois, 
and Joseph (Sarah) Kilzer of Kansas City, Missouri; two daugh-
ters: Christie (Steve) Boss of Tennessee, and Angie (Steve) Sava of 
Mascoutah, Illinois; numerous grandchildren; a brother, Richard 
Kilzer of Belleville, Illinois; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Private graveside services will be held. Memorials may be made 
to American Diabetes Association or Hospice of Southern Illi-
nois and can be mailed to the funeral home Barry Wilson Funeral 
Home, 2800 North Center, Maryville, IL 62062. 
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Grave Marking of James Green 

On July 21, 2018, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter formally marked the grave of Revolutionary War Patriot 
James Green at Greene Cemetery in Bond County, Illinois. James was born 28 May 1758, in North Carolina, the 
son of William George and Nancy Ann (Justice) Greene. 

On 30 October 1777, he enlisted in Captain Robert Porter’s Company under Brigadier General Rutherford, in 
Tryon County, North Carolina. James’ brothers George and Jarvis were also members of this company. James 
entered active duty on 18 November 1777 and served until 30 December 1777. For his service he was paid five 
pounds, seven shillings, and sixpence.

While in North Carolina, during 1785 or 86, he married Sarah “Sally” Hix, born in 1771 or 72 in North Carolina. 
James and Sarah had 14 children: Jarvis, Nancy, Royal, Elizabeth, John, Esther, Mary “Polly,” Matilda, Andrew,  
Sarah “Sally,” George W., James Jr., Falby, and William. 

James and Sarah migrated from North Carolina to Illinois by way of Tennessee, since at least one of his children 
(Falby) was born in the Cumberland Mountains in Tennessee.

James died 7 August 1821 in Bond County, Illinois, and was buried in Greene Cemetery. His wife Sarah died 
1 January 1846 in Bond County, Illinois, and is also buried in Greene Cemetery.

Descendants of James Green with DAR and SAR Members
(l-r): Rose Oglesby, Jerry Oglesby, Chuck Dobias, Ferne Ridenour, Janet Fox, Rene Denother, 

Robert Ridenour, Kelly Donovan, John Green, Sharon Kilzer, Marty Walter, Dick Chamblin, Marv Meng

Janet Fox, Rene Denother, Kelly Donovan, and John Green are all descendants of James Green.
Rose Oglesby and Ferne Riidenour are members of the Ninian Edwards DAR Chapter.

Sharon Kilzer is a member of the Silver Creek DAR Chapter.
Marty Walter is the Regent of the Edwardsville DAR Chapter.

Dick Chamblin is the Illinois State President of the Sons of the American Revolution.
Jerry Oglesby, Chuck Dobias, Robert Ridenour, and Marv Meng are members of the 

Genl George Rogers  Clark Chapter SAR
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Saluting the Colors
(l-r): Jerry Oglesby, Robert Ridenour, Jim DeGroff, Wayne Eastby, Marv Meng

Grave Marking of James Green 

Rene Denother, Giving Tribute to her 
Fourth Great-grandfather, James Green

Grave of James Green with the New Marker
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Grave Marking of John Huitt, Sr 

On Saturday, August 18, 2018, the Genl George Rogers Clark formally marked the grave of Revolutionary War 
Petriot John Wilkinson Huitt, Sr. at Providence Cemetery, near Carrollton, Greene County, Illinois. John Wilkin-
son Huitt Sr. was born 25 January 1761, in Brunswick County, Virginia, the son of William and Tacey (Wilkinson) 
Huitt (Hewitt). On 14 March 1778 in Franklin County, North Carolina, John married Elizabeth Radcliff (buried 
at Providence Cemetery).

John Huitt served in various North Carolina regiments from 1778 until 1781. He reached the rank of First Ser-
geant and was in the battles of Guilford Courthouse and Ramsour’s Mill.

The Battle of Guilford Courthouse was “the largest and most hotly contested action” in the American Revolu-
tion’s southern action and led to the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown.

After the Revolutionary War, John moved his family to South Carolina and lived there for about three years, to 
Georgia for about 18 years, to Madison County, Illinois, for about 16 years, then to Greene County for 12 years.

 John and Elizabeth had eight children: (1) Margaret who married Josiah Vaughn & Jacob Childers; (2) William 
born 5 November 1790, died December 1814 in Sangamon River, War of 1812; (3) Roland born 1792, a veteran of 
the War of 1812, who married Rosanna Brewer; (4) Hiram born 1785, a veteran of the War of 1812, who married 
Nancy Herriford; (5) John Wilkinson Jr. who married Rosanna Harriford (both buried at Providence Cemetery); 
(6) George who married Peggy Bishop; (7) Elizabeth who married Mathew Cowan; and (8) Rebecca who married 
Thomas Carlin who was Governor of Illinois. 

John died 6 June 1848, in Greene County, Illinois, and was buried in Providence Cemetery, Greene County, 
Illinois. 

Robert Ridenour Delivering Tribute to John Wilkinson Huitt, Sr
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Grave Marking of John Huitt, Sr 

Jim DeGroff Saluting the Veteran

The Entire Attendance at the Marking for John Huitt, Sr
(l-r): Ferne Ridenour, Al Oleson, Robert Ridenour, Charles Dobias, James DeGroff, Jerry Oglesby, Rose 

Oglesby. (Ferne Ridenour and Rose Oglesby are Members of NSDAR. No descendants were in attendance.)
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Wood River, Illinois

August 26, 2018

Congratulations to Troop 777’s newest Eagle Scout, Trenton Krocker. He was honored at a Court of Honor at 
the St. Paul Lutheran Church in Wood River on Sunday, August 26, 2018. Shown are  GGRC Chapter president 
Charles Dobias, Compatriot Dennis Lybarger, Compatriot Richard Ruedin, and Trenton. The new Eagle received 
a patch, a certificate, and a pocket Constitution. Trenton is 18, attending Lewis and Clark College with a major in 
Mechanical Engineering.

Grave Marking of John Huitt, Sr 

John Wilkinson Huitt’s Grave with the New Marker
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Lions Park, Greenfield, Illinois

September 23, 2018

Congratulations to Troop 22’s newest Eagle Scout, Mathew Hartsook. He was honored at a Court of Honor at 
the Lions Park in Greenfield on Sunday, September 23, 2018. Shown are  Mathew, Compatriot and Eagle Scout 
Award Chairman Richard Ruedin, GGRC Chapter Vice President Robert Ridenour, and GGRC Chapter President 
Charles Dobias, The new Eagle received a patch, a certificate, and a pocket Constitution. 

On September 19, 2018, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter held a Ladies’ Night Out at the First Christian 
Church in Edwardsville, Illinois.

After an excellent dinner, Lola and Jim DeGroff made an interesting presentation on the Battle of Guilford 
Courthouse, including a video. They had recently returned from a trip to the Guilford Courthouse battle site 
in North Carolina.

Ladies’ Night Out
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Ladies’ Night Out

Part of the attendees at the 2018 Genl George Rogers Clark Ladies’ Night Out.

Member Awards

Dennis Patterson Receives 
the Disabled Veteran Medal from Chuck Dobias

at a Recent GGRC Meeting

Alfred Miller Receives 
the Military Medal from Chuck Dobias

at a Recent GGRC Meeting
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Member Awards

Jim DeGroff, GGRC Registrar, Receives 
the Liberty Medal from Chuck Dobias

at a Recent GGRC Meeting
This Medal is for Signing up at Least Ten 

New members.

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Scheduled monthly luncheon meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville 
Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.


