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GGRC Participation in the Ewington Chapter Outstanding Citizenship Awards Ceremony

The Ewington Chapter, Illinois Society Sons of the American Revolution recognized outstanding seniors from local high 
schools. The awards ceremony was held on Tuesday, April 17, 2018, at the First Baptist Church in Effingham. Jim DeGroff, 
Chuck Dobias and Bob Ridenour of the GGRC Chapter participated in the ceremony. 
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GGRC Chapter Outstanding Citizenship Awards

Eighteen high school students were recognized with Outstanding Citizenship Awards from the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolution. The ceremony took place April 25, 2018, at the First Christian Church in Edwardsville.

The students were nominated by their schools based on their dependability, cooperative spirit, leadership, service to their school and 
community, evidence of personal values, and patriotism.

Local honorees included: Jacob Steward, Alton Sr. H.S.; Mara Caldieraro, Bond County H.S.; Erika Odelehr, Brussels H.S.; Wesley 
Green, Calhoun H.S.; Nathan Leonard, Carrollton H.S.; Emily Bloodworth, Civic Memorial H.S.; Michael McVickar, Collinsville 
H.S.;  Benjamin Polo, Gillespie H.S.; Lucas Ross, Jersey Community H.S.; Breanna Seely, Litchfield Sr. H.S.; Skylar Cribbett, Mar-
quette Catholic H.S.; Ryan Johason, Metro East Lutheran H.S.; Jillian Baum, Mt. Olive H.S.; McKenna Sanders, Nokomis H.S.;  Jacob 
Masinelli, Staunton H.S.

Each recipient received a certificate and a pin. The SAR Outstanding Citizenship Award is presented in recognition of the recipient’s 
furthering of American citizenship principles.

Emily Bloodworth, Civic Memorial H.S., was also the winner of the chapter’s $500 scholarship given in memory of long-time member 
Charles Burgess.

GGRC Chapter Chairman Harry Nelson said, “The SAR has been instrumental in promoting the qualities of dependability, cooperation, 
leadership, and patriotism in the community and nation-wide for many years. We are pleased to honor these outstanding students.”

Each year the chapter invites high schools in the Madison, Jersey, Macoupin, Bond, Calhoun, Greene, and Montgomery Counties to 
select one young man or woman from their senior class.

(l-r) Front row: Benjamin Polo, Nathan Leonard, Jacob Steward, Wesley Green, Jillian Baum, Lucas Ross, 
Skylar Cribbett, McKenna Sanders, 

Chapter Outstanding Citizenship Awards Chairman Harry Nelson

Back row: Emily Bloodworth, Erika Odelehr, GGRC Chapter President Charles Dobias,
Compatriots Jerry Oglesby, Jim DeGroff,  Robert Ridenour, Phil Bailey, Marv Meng, Richard Ruedin
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Illinois SAR Society Annual Meeting
At the Illinois SAR Society Annual Meeting, May 11, 2018, in Springfield, Illinois, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chap-
ter was the recepient of several awards: A certificate for Perfect Attendance at all four Board of Management Meetings of 
2017–2018, the Joel Willis Newsletter Award for publishing four or more newsletters annually, and [drum roll, please] the 
Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter was recognized as Chapter of the Year 2017–2018!

NSSAR President General, Larry T. Guzy, was a speaker at the 
2018 ILSSAR Annual Awards Dinner.

GGRC president, Chuck Dobias, was named a George 
Washington Fellow.

(l-r); Larry Guzy, NSSAR President General; Chuck 
Dobias; Scott Sanders, Russell Devaney, Chairman of 

George Washinton Endowment Committee

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter was named Chapter of the Year for 2017-2018. Shown here are 
(l-r): Mike Campagnolo; Chuck Dobias, GGRC Chapter President; Larry Guze, NSSAR President General; 

and Toby Chamberlin, ILSSAR President
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Spring Field Trip
On Saturday, May 5, 2018, five people: Richard and Rosemary Reudin, Chuck Dobias, John Coleman, and Dennis Lybarger, met Linda 
Hanabarger, our guide in front of the Old State House. After touring the Old State House, we went to the Old National Road Interpreta-
tive Center, where we were given a great tour by Mary Truitt. Following this, we had lunch at a nearby Mennonite establishment.

The Old State House in Vandalia, Illinois

The Traveling Group 
(l-r): John Coleman, Chuck Dobias, 
Rosemary Ruedin, Dennis Lybarger 
(Rich Ruedin is behind the camera.)

Linda Hanabarger showing the group around the 
Supreme Court Room

(l-r): Linda Hanabarger, John Coleman, Dennis 
Lybarger, Chuck Dobias

Rosemary and Rich Ruedin with a figure of 
Abraham Lincoln
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Spring Field Trip

Visiting the Old National Road Interpretative Center
(l-r): Mary Truitt, John Coleman, Dennis Lybarger

There is a Mennonite Settlement nearby

Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
First Baptist Church, Carrollton, Illinois

May 19, 2018

Congratulations to Matthew Frank Michael Heger of Troop 22, Carrollton, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. 
Shown presenting certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution are Richard Ruedin (left) and Robert Ridenour (right) 
from the Genl George Rogers Clark SAR chapter.
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Camp Warren Levis, Godfrey, llinois

May 27, 2018

Congratulations to David Dempsey, Jr. of Troop 1072, Edwardsville, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. 
Shown presenting certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution are Richard Ruedin (left) and Chuck Dobias (right) 
from the Genl George Rogers Clark SAR chapter.

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
St. Paul Methodist Church, East Alton , Illinois

May 19, 2018

Congratulations to Troop 777’s newest Eagle Scout, Michael Johnson. He was honored at a Court of Honor at the 
St. Paul Methodist Church in East Alton on Sunday, May 19, 2018. Shown are  GGRC Chapter president Charles 
Dobias and Michael. The new Eagle received a patch, a certificate, and a pocket Constitution.
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Macoupin County, llinois

June 3, 2018

Congratulations to Dylan Partridge of Troop 34, Staunton, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. Shown are  
GGRC Chapter president Charles Dobias, Dylan, and GGRC Chapter vice president Robert Ridenour. The new 
Eagle received a patch, a certificate, and a pocket Constitution.

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Piasa Township Hall, Brighton, Illinois

June 10, 2018

Congratulations to Zachary Nagle of Troop 1, Alton, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. Shown are  Rich 
Ruedin, Zach, GGRC Chapter vice president Robert Ridenour, GGRC president Chuck Dobias, Al Oleson, and 
Dennis Lybarger. The new Eagle received a patch, a certificate, and a pocket Constitution.
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Memorial Day Parade

Four members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter participated in the Alton Memorial Day parade. (l-r) 
Al Oleson, Jim DeGroff, Chuck Dobias, Jerry Oglesby, Robert Ridenour, and Richard Ruedin. This marked the 
151st year for the Alton parade. This parade is considered to be the longest running Memorial Day parade in the 
country.

It was a great tribute to remember those who gave their all that we have the freedoms we enjoy today.

George Rogers Clark Wreath Laying Ceremony 

Five members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons of the American Revolution, paid 
tribute to their chapter’s namesake on May 26, 2018.
 
Chapter president Charles Dobias, vice president Robert Ridenour, registrar Jim DeGroff, and members Philip 
Bailey and Richard Ruedin traveled to Vincennes, Indiana, to participate in ceremonies at George Rogers Clark 
National Historical Park sponsored by the Indiana SAR to honor Clark.     DeGroff represented the chapter in 
placing a wreath in front of the statue of Clark. 
 
George Rogers Clark, a surveyor and militia officer during the Revolutionary War, was the highest ranking mili-
tary officer on the northwestern frontier.   He is best known for leading a small force of about 175 men across 
and through the freezing waters of Illinois country to capture the British-held Fort Sackville at Vincennes dur-
ing February 1779.  After two days of fighting, Gov. Hamilton and his 600 British and native American troops 
surrendered to Lt. Col. Clark’s force.
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George Rogers Clark Wreath Laying Ceremony 

Jim DeGroff prepares to salute after placing the 
chapter wreath in front of the statue of 

George Rogers Clark.

John R. Fish, president of the George Rogers Clark 
Chapter of Indiana and Charles Dobias, president of 

the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of Illinois.

GGRC Chapter members Philip Bailey, Charles Dobias, Jim DeGroff, Robert Ridenour, and Richard Ruedin 
in front of the statue of George Rogers Clark.
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Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

Flag Day Program
Greene Co. Courthouse, Carrollton, Illinois

On June 9, 2018, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR traveled to Carrollton in Greene County to 
present their 28 Historic Flag Program. Also on display were the flags of all 50 of the United States. 

We wish to thank the Greene County Sheriff, Rob McMillen, for his assistance in bringing this program to 
Carrollton.

John Stanton (l) and Chuck Dobias (r) display the George Rogers Clark flag, while Rich Ruedin reads the 
history of the flag.
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The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Scheduled monthly luncheon meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville 
Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.

Nine Compatriots from the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter participated in the presentation of the 
program and two DAR members attended: Carrie Neal-Sturgill from the Apple Creek Prairie Chapter and 

Ferne Ridenour from the Ninian Edwards Chapter.

(l-r):  Rich Ruedin, Carrie Neal-Sturgill, Justin Ottolini, Chuck Casey, Al Oleson, Ferne Ridenour, John 
Stanton, Bob Ridenour, Tom Beavers, Chuck Dobias, and Jim DeGroff

Flag Day Program
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On June 16, 2018, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter formally marked the grave of Revolutionary War Pa-
triot Laban Smart at Hagler Cemetery near Troy, Illinois. Laban was born November 9, 1758, in Franklin County, 
North Carolina.

He was drafted for three months in the Spring of 1780 and served under Capt. Brickle and Colonel Allen Session. 
He was drafted again in the Spring of 1781 for another three months and served under Captain Jones and Colonel 
Linton. 

In 1782, he married Susannah Simmons in Franklin County, North Carolina. They had six daughters and three 
sons. Laban and his family moved to Tennessee, where they lived for a year, then to Kentucky where they lived 
for some years. About 1817, they moved to Madison County, Illinois. In 1832 he applied for, and was granted, a 
pension. Susannah died in 1838 and was buried on the Smart family homestead. Laban Smart died on March 28, 
1840, and was buried next to Susannah. A subsequent owner of the Smart homestead buried all the old Smart fam-
ily gravestones so that he could farm over the area. The marker in Hagler Cemetery is a cenotaph.

Grave Marking of Laban Smart

Color Guard Preparing to Bring in the Colors
(l-r): Rich Ruedin, Bob Ridenour, Justin Ottolini, John Stanton, Jim DeGroff
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Laban Smart Marker Jim DeGroff Salutes the Veteran

The ceremony was attended by eight Compatriots from the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR,  one member 
of the Ninian Edwards Chapter DAR, and three descendants of Laban Smart. 

(l-r): Phil Bailey, Linda Huffman D’Angelo, Rich Ruedin, Eric Reelitz, Jim DeGroff, Chuck Dobias, John Stan-
ton, Justin Ottolini, Freeman “Bud” Schmidt, Bob Ridenour, and Scott Schmidt.

Linda Huffman D’Angelo, Freeman “Bud” Schmidt, and Scott Schmidt are descendants of Laban Smart.

The Ninian Edwards DAR member, Ferne Ridenour, was not in the photo.

Grave Marking of Laban Smart


