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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT COURT OF HONOR
Zion Lutheran Church, Bethalto, Illinois

October 8, 2017

(l-r): John Stanton, Richard Ruedin, Eagle Scout Cory McDonald, and chapter president Charles Dobias at the 
Court of Honor for Cory McDonald.  Cory received the SAR Eagle Scout patch, certificate, and a copy of the 
United States Constitution and Bill of Rights. 
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT COURT OF HONOR
Father William Hembrow Center, Jerseyville, Illinois

November 12, 2017

Chapter president Charles Dobias (left), Jim DeGroff, and Richard Ruedin (right) presented Eagle Scout 
certificates, patches, and a Constitution to Cody Croxford, Gabriel Dizon, and Luke Hill of Troop 93 during a 
Court of Honor.

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Mississippi Valley Christian School, Alton, Illinois

December 2, 2017

Members of the GGRC Chapter were honored to present the SAR patch, a certificate, and a pocket Constitution 
to Aaron Fox during his Eagle Scout Court of Honor. Shown are chapter Eagle Scout Awards Chairman Richard 
Ruidin, Aaron, Jim DeGroff, Charles Dobias, and Robert Ridenour.



Volume XXVII, Number 2 December 2017Page 3

Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
First Christian Church, Edwardsville, Illinois

December 16, 2017

Members of the GGRC Chapter presented the SAR patch, a certificate, and a pocket Constitution to Edgar Mc-
Clintock during his Eagle Scout Court of Honor. Shown are chapter Eagle Scout Awards Chairman Richard Rui-
din, Jim DeGroff, Edgar, Robert Ridenour, and Charles Dobias.

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor.

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Scheduled monthly luncheon meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville 
Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

Other Events

Several compatriots from the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter participated in the Glen Carbon Pre-Veterans 
Day event on November 5, 2017, and the Edwardsville Veterans Day Parade on November 11, 2017.
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Flag Awards Program

Brian and Rhonda Rhoads...............................  Godfrey Township
Bradford and Peggy Wagner...............................  Foster Township
David and Jennifer Haney....................................  Moro Township
John Bates..................................................  Omphghent Township
Gary and Karen Crosslin......................................  Olive Township
Timothy and Michelle Ingram................  New Douglas Township
Steve and Bonnie Haegele.................................... Alton Township

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter Sons of the American Revolution held its 21st annual flag award ceremony at the Madison 
County Court House in Edwardsville on November 30, 2017. Attending the ceremony were several county judges and the Honorable 
Kurt Prenzler, County Board Chairman.

Thirteen Madison County residents/families were honored:

Chapter flag chairman David File coordinated the event.  Certificates were presented by chapter president Charles Dobias and member 
Philip Bailey. Members of the GGRC color guard posted the colors.

F. Alan and Sharry Shook.......................... Wood River Township
Ron and Joan Borgmann............................ Fort Russell Township
Bud and Jennifer Sparks....................................  Hamel Township
Christopher Larsen........................................  Alhambra Township
John and Pamela Grindstaff..................................  Leek Township
Dick and Chris Alford..........................................  Alton Township

Bradford Wagner, Foster Township John Bates, Omphghent Township

Gary and Karen Crosslin, Olive Township Steve and Bonnie Haegele, Alton Township
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Flag Awards Program

F. Alan and Sharry Shook, Wood River Township Ron and Joan Borgmann, Fort Russell Township

Jennifer Sparks, Hamel Township Christopher Larsen, Alhambra Township

John Grindstaff, Leek Township Dick and Chris Alford, Alton Township
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Life Saving Award

(l-r): Mike Featherstun, Chairman of the GGRC Law Enforcement/EMS/Fire Safety/Hero Award 
Committee, Zack Harris, Charles Dobias, President GGRC.

At the November 15, 2017, meeting of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of SAR, Zack Harris was presented 
with the Lifesaving Award by Mike Featherstun, Chairman of the GGRC Law Enforcement/EMS/Fire Safety/
Hero Committee, and Charles Dobias, GGRC President. This award was in recognition of Zack’s quick response 
when his mother had a seizure and stopped breathing. Zack began CPR and kept it up until the EMTs arrived, 
saving his mother’s life.

Wreaths Across America
Saturday, December 16, 2017, wreaths were placed at 
the graves of 71 Veterans in Glen Carbon Cemetery, in 
Glen Carbon, Illinois, as part of Wreaths Across Amer-
ica. Philip Bailey, event Chairman, along with 16 other 
Compatriots from Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter 
of SAR participated in one of over 1,422 Wreaths 
Across America Ceremonies being held around the 
nation at noon EST.

As Phil read the name and military history of each 
veteran, a Boy Scout or 4-H member placed a wreath 
on the headstone, stepped back, and either saluted or 
said a short prayer. This helped support the mission to 
Remember, Honor, and Teach.

The Ceremony closed with a Rifle Salute and Taps.

Phil Bailey, GGRC Wreaths Across America Chair-
man, reading tributes to the veterans honored in the 

December 16 ceremony.
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Wreaths Across America

Part of the large crowd attending the Wreaths Across America ceremony at Glen Carbon Village Cemetery

Some of the GGRC Compatriots with members of Boy Scout Troop 1034 
who assisted with placing the wreaths

There were 17 Compatriots from the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR present: Phillip Bailey, 
Thomas Beavers, Charles Casey, Jim DeGroff, Charles Dobias, Wayne Eastby, Walter Harris, Ronald Hicks,  

William Johnson, Robert Kilzer, Dennis Lybarger, Marvin Meng, Justin Ottolini, Eric Reelitz,
Robert Ridenour, Richard Ruedin, and John Stanton. 
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Wreaths Across America

Color Guard Waiting to Retire the Colors
(l-r): Eric Reelitz, Bob Kilzer, Chuck Casey, Bob Ridenour, Rich Ruedin, Chuck Dobias, Jim DeGroff

John Stanton is out of the photo to the left.

Rifle Salute and Taps
(l-r): Marv Meng (bugler), Justin Ottolini, Dennis Lybarger, Bill Johnson, Tom Beavers


