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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter 
member Jim DeGroff (left) partici-
pated for the third year in the Uni-
versity of Scouting held in Collins-
ville, Illinois, on January 28, 2017. 
The day long event offers a wide 
variety of training opportunities 
for scouts, leaders, and families, 
and allows local companies and 
organizations to show off their pro-
grams and items relating to scout-
ing. DeGroff displayed the SAR 
Eagle Scout certificate and patch 
and handed out brochures explain-
ing other SAR contests and youth 
programs in which scouts can 
participate.

University of Scouting
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Eagle Scout Awards

Members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Illinois Society Sons of the American Revolution pre-
sented Noah T. Walker with the SAR Eagle Scout Award certificate and badge and a pocket Constitution during a 
ceremony held at the United Methodist Church in Pocahontas, Illinois, on Saturday, January 14, 2017.

Noah, a senior at Bond County Community High School in Greenville, Illinois, is a member of Troop 60 spon-
sored by the Methodist Church in Pocahontas, Illinois.

GGRC Chapter Registrar Jim DeGroff said, “Recognizing outstanding young people is one of my favorite things 
we do in SAR. It is also important to our members as evidenced by the number participating today.”

Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter members were pleased to be part of the Eagle Scout Court of Honor for 
Noah T. Walker. Shown are (l-r): Caine Kelso, Philip Bailey, Eric Reelitz, Eagle Scout Noah T. Walker, 

Bill Johnson (he is also an Eagle Scout), Chapter Vice President Charles Dobias, 
and Chapter Registrar Jim DeGroff.
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Eagle Scout Awards

Members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Illinois Society Sons of the American Revolution pre-
sented Steven Davis, a member of Troop 777, with the SAR Eagle Scout Award certificate and badge and a pocket 
Constitution during a ceremony held at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in East Alton, Illinois, on Sunday, 
March 19, 2017.

Chapter members come from Bond, Madison, Jersey, Macoupin, Greene, Calhoun, and Montgomery counties.

Congratulations to Eagle Scout Steven Davis. Members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter attended 
his Court of Honor at St. Paul United Methodist Church in East Alton on March 19.  Shown are (l-r): Harry 

Nelson, Bob Kilzer, Chapter Registrar Jim DeGroff, Scott Davis (father of the Eagle Scout), Rich Roudin, 
Eagle Scout Steven Davis, Chapter President Charles Dobias, Chapter Vice President Robert Ridenour, 

Maria Davis (mother of the Eagle Scout).
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ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 
First Christian Church, Edwardsville, Illinois

February 23, 2017

Local Resident Honored for Thirty Years of Membership
The evening had three highlights: First was a standing ovation when Edwardsville resident Marvin Joseph (Joe) Hill re-
ceived a pin recognizing his 30 years of membership. Hill has been an active member of the Society since he joined, serving 
as chapter treasurer, chapter president, and state treasurer.

Essay Contest winner
The second highlight was a presentation honoring the chapter’s Knight’s Essay Contest winner, Abbie Peterson, a senior at 
Staunton High School. Chapter chairman Eric Reelitz presented Abbie with a certificate and a check for $200. Her essay has 
been submitted for competition at the state level.

New Officers installed
The third highlight of the evening was the installation of officers for the next two years. Those elected are: President, Charles 
Dobias of Collinsville; Vice President, Robert Ridenour of Dorsey; Treasurer, Thomas Beavers of Edwardsville; Registrar, 
Jim DeGroff of Troy; Chaplain, Lloyd Schwarz of Glen Carbon; and Secretary, Roy Wehling of Edwardsville. State Presi-
dent Toby Chamberlain from Chatham installed the new officers.

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter has been active in the local area since its organization in February 1986. Chapter 
activities include sponsorship of a Little League team, honoring heroic deeds of first responders and brave citizens, recog-
nizing JROTC and ROTC cadets, recognizing outstanding American history teachers and Outstanding Citizens from high 
schools, participating in Wreaths Across America, honoring Eagle Scouts, and identifying and marking Revolutionary War 
patriot graves. Additional information is available on the chapter website http://ggrc-sar-il.org/ or by calling Jim DeGroff, 
667-8660.

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter Sons of the American Revolution held its annual awards dinner on Thurs-
day, February 23, 2017, at the First Christian Church in Edwardsville, Illinois.

Member and local historian Kevin Kaegy, from Green-
ville, presented a program on Slavery and the Under-
ground Railroad in Illinois.
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Outgoing chapter president Marvin Meng (left) presents a 30-year pin to Marvin (Joe) Hill.

Chapter Knights Essay Contest chairman Eric Reeliz (right) presents the chapter award to Abbie Peterson, 
as outgoing chapter president Marvin Meng (left) looks on. Abbie’s essay was sent forward to compete at the 

state level.
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Newly elected chapter officers take the oath of office. Shown are (l-r) Lloyd Schwarz, chaplain; Jim DeGroff, 
registrar; Tom Beavers, treasurer; Robert Ridenour, vice president, Charles Dobias, president. Marvin Meng, 
outgoing chapter president looks on as State President Toby Chamberlain administers the oath. Not shown is 

Roy Wehling, chapter secretary.

Sixteen members and guests attended the chapter annual dinner in period dress. They were (l-r):
Front Row: Jim DeGroff, Jerry Oglesby, Bob Kilzer, Charles Dobias, Eric Reelitz, Richard Ruedin, Tom Beavers;

Back Row: Joe Harris and Bob Lybarger of the Ewington Chapter, Phil Bailey, Bob Ridenour, Justin Ottolini, 
John Stanton, Marv Meng, Steve Hyatt, and Dennis Lybarger.
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General George Rogers Clark Chapter
Illinois Society, Sons of the American Revolution

President’s Report, First Quarter 2017
Annual Meeting and Banquet
Our annual meeting was held on 23 February at the First Christian Church in Edwardsville.  The stage was deco-
rated with our historic flag collection and many members were “in uniform” for the event. GGRC member Kevin 
Kaegy, our speaker, presented an interesting program on slavery and the Underground Railroad in Illinois. Also 
that evening we honored our Knights Essay Contest winner, Abbie Peterson, with a check and certificate recog-
nizing her accomplishment. Long-time member Joe Hill was presented with a 30-year membership pin, and our 
silent auction was a success.  Lastly, ILSSAR President Toby Chamberlain installed the new officers. They are: 
Charles Dobias, President; Robert Ridenour, Vice President; Tom Beavers, Treasurer; Jim DeGroff, Registrar; 
Roy Wehling, Secretary; and Lloyd Schwarz, Chaplain.

Eagle Scout Courts of Honor
Several GGRC members attended two Eagle Scout Courts of Honor during the quarter. The first, on 14 January, 
honored Noah Walker in Pocahontas, and one on 19 March honored Steven Davis in East Alton.

University of Scouting
GGRC Registrar Jim DeGroff attended the one-day University of Scouting in Collinsville, where he helped bring 
about awareness of SAR programs supporting Scouting.

Wreaths Across America
Phil Bailey and Bob Kilzer are working to find a new cemetery for our WAA program. After five years at Oak-
lawn, the Chapter decided we would gain greater exposure, not only for WAA but also for our Chapter, by finding 
a new venue.

SAR Trifold Brochures
Chapter Registrar (and State VP) Jim DeGroff’s design of a trifold brochure was accepted for use throughout the 
state. Several members have distributed them around the Edwardsville area to increase exposure of the SAR and 
our Chapter to the general public.

Community Outreach
The Chapter authorized funding to support programs at Fort de Chartres. We also will continue supporting our 
Little League baseball team. 

Outstanding ROTC/JROTC Cadets Program
The Outstanding ROTC/JROTC Cadets have been identified, and they will be presented with their medals in 
ceremonies at SIUE and Alton High School. Additionally, a candidate for the JROTC Enhanced Program has sub-
mitted an essay, which is undergoing review at the State level. Walt Harris is now working on the ROTC program 
with an eye to taking over in the future.
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Heroism Award
Our Chapter nominated Todd Zobrist, a paramedic with the Highland Fire Department, for a State-level Heroism 
Medal to be presented by State President Toby Chamberlain at the May Board of Management Meeting Awards 
Banquet. Mr. Zobrist risked his life while saving a three-month old baby from a submerged car in Highland’s 
Silver Lake.

Membership
At the end of the quarter we had 176 members, including four new members. We also have 24 applications in 
preparation plus 20 that have been submitted and are awaiting approval.

Upcoming Events
Outstanding Citizenship awards to area high school students, 7:30 pm, 26 April, First Christian Church, •	
Edwardsville

ROTC Awards Ceremony, 3:30 pm, 27 April, SIUE, Morris University Center, Mississippi/Illinois •	
Room

JROTC Awards Banquet & Ceremony, 5 pm, 29 April, Alton High School•	

Grave Marking (DAR), GGRC Color Guard, 20 May, 2 pm, Shiloh Cemetery•	

GGRC Historic Flag Program, 2:00 pm, 10 June, Montgomery County Courthouse, Hillsboro•	

Respectfully submitted,
Charles D. Dobias,
President, GGRC

At a recent luncheon meeting, Chapter President Chuck Dobias (l) presented a Membership Certificate to 
new member Ken Leach (r).
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The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Scheduled monthly luncheon meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville 
Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143).

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine


