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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

Death of Member
Melvin “Mel” Jones

Melvin “Mel” J. Jones, 85, of Collinsville, Illinois, born October 11, 1931, in Springfield, Illinois, passed away Monday, 
November 7, 2016, at the Caseyville Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, Caseyville, Illinois.  

Mel was a retired computer sales rep. He was a U.S. Army Korean War Veteran; a member of the 3rd Division Army Band 
while serving in Korea; a member of VFW Post 5691, Collinsville, Illinois; a member of American Legion Post 365, Col-
linsville, Illinois; a member of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter Sons of the American Revolution; a member of the 
Ainad Shriners Drum & Bugle Corps. He enjoyed spending time with his hunting buddies and going to his high school class 
reunions and family reunions. He graduated from Springfield Lanphier High School in 1949.  

He was preceded in death by his wife, Anna Belle Jones, nee Stalling, whom he married on November 4, 1951, in Spring-
field, Illinois, and who died May 4, 2012; and his parents, Amos and Gladys Marie, nee Cook, Jones.  

Surviving are his son and daughters, Melvin Richard “Rick”(Jennie) Jones of Frankfort, Illinois; Janice Renee Martin of 
Florissant, Missouri; and Carolyn Jane “Janie” (Jim) Wilson of Collinsville, Illinois; grandchildren, Michelle (Matt) Koet-
ters of Bloomington, Illinois; David (Jessica) Jones of Lombard, Illinois; Rachel Jones of Frankfort, Illinois; Jimmy (Lind-
sey) Wilson, Jeff Wilson of Collinsville, Illinois; Amanda Martin of St. Charles, Missouri; Adrianne Martin and Felix Martin 
of Florissant, Missouri; great grandchildren, Nadia Scarver, Paul, Noah, Luke, and Henry Koetters; two brothers, Ernest 
(Shirley) Jones of Springfield, Illinois; and Derrell (Marian) Jones of Washington, Illinois; numerous nieces, nephews, great 
nieces and nephews.  

Memorials may be made to VFW Post 5691, Collinsville, Illinois, or to a military charity of one’s choice.

Graveside services with full military honors were held at 12:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 15, 2016, at Roselawn Memorial 
Park Cemetery, in Springfield, Illinois, with Rev. Mike Keppler officiating.

Source: Belleville News-Democrat, November 13, 2016.
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Grave Marking

Daniel Brown

On October 2, 2016, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter formally marked the grave of Revolutionary War Patriot Daniel 
Brown at the Wanda Cemetery in South Roxana, Illinois. Daniel was born October, 1757, in Bucks County, Pennsylvania.

Removing to Virginia, he enlisted in Augusta County, August 8, 1776, under Capt. John Gilmore, Cols. William Russell 
and William Christian, serving three months; enlisted again for six weeks under Capt. Charles Gadliff; again for six weeks 
under Capt. John Martin; again for one month from May, 1782, was made sergeant under Capt. Robert McBride, Col. Ste-
phen Trigg; and October, 1782, he served for one month under Capt. Samuel Kirkham, Col. Benjamin Logan. Daniel Brown 
showed his patriotism by re-enlisting after the war in 1786 for a short term of service. His claim for a pension was allowed 
in 1832, at which time he resided in Madison County, Illinois, where he lies buried in the Wanda Cemetery. 

Saluting the Colors
l-r: Dan Crafton, Lewis & Clark Chapter SAR; Jim DeGroff; Anthony Robison; Bob Ridenour

Ferne Ridenour unveils the marker
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Taps and Salute
(l-r): Bob Ridenour, Marv Meng, GGRC Chapter President

Revolutionary War Program
Calhoun County Elementary and Junior High School

October 19, 2016

Chapter member Charlie Casey (right) participated in a program at the Calhoun County Elementary and Junior 
High School along with Colonial Williamsburg re-enactor Darci Tucker (left) and Deann Koster Fester. Deann 
was the Illinois SAR Teacher of the Year in 2015 and used her winnings to bring the Colonial Williamsburg re-
enactor to the school.
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Grave Marking

(l-r): Milan Paddock, St. Louis SAR Chapter member; Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter members Bob Kilzer,  Jim 
DeGroff, Robert Ridenour, Dennis Lybarger; Dan Crafton, Lewis & Clark Chapter member

Eveline Paddock

Members of the GGRC Chapter were asked to participate in a grave marking ceremony honoring Real Daughter Eveline 
Paddock. The St. Louis-Jefferson Chapter DAR sponsored the marking. Eveline Paddock (1803-1900) was the daughter of 
Patriot Gaius Paddock (Vermont).
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Registrar’s Report

We now have 186 members in GGRC and five were signed, sealed, and delivered in the past three weeks. We are working 
on many more.
 
Do not forget to pay your dues ASAP. Please before 1 January. We know it is hard with Christmas but dropping and reinstat-
ing members is a lot of work for the state officers.
 
Thanks to all and Merry Christmas. 

Jim DeGroff
GGRC Registrar

Glen Carbon Pre-Veterans Day Program
Glen Carbon, Illinois

November 6, 2016

The following GGRC members participated in the parade and program: Jim DeGroff, Phillip Bailey, Walt Harris, 
Charles Dobias, John Stanton, Justin Ottolini, and Ronnie Hicks, VFW commander and GGRC member.
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General George Rogers Clark Chapter
Illinois Society, Sons of the American Revolution

Respectfully submitted
Marvin Meng

President, GGRC

President’s report Fourth Quarter 2016

Grave and Cemetery Markings
GGRC honored Patriot Daniel Brown with a Grave Marking at Wanda Cemetery in South Roxana, Illinois (photos on pages 2-3). The 
Chapter also did a Cemetery marking with a commemorative stone at Vaughn Hill Cemetery in Wood River, Illinois (photos on pages 
8-9). Both were in November.

Wreaths Across America
Our Chapter first became involved in decorating veteran graves in 2011, when Sunset Hills Cemetery had an excess of “grave blankets” 
during the Christmas season. They asked GGRC if we would like them, and we gladly accepted. Our first “ceremony,” conducted at the 
Nix-Judy Pioneer Cemetery, was not under the auspices of Wreaths Across America (WAA), but we did honor nine patriots of the Revo-
lution and War of 1812. We later contacted WAA to obtain information on how to participate in their program in the future. In 2012 we 
held our first official WAA ceremony at Nix-Judy. We then decided that we had the capability to do a larger cemetery and immediately 
went in search of one. We quickly identified Oaklawn Cemetery with its 40 veteran graves as an ideal venue for an additional ceremony. 
In 2013, though, we discovered that the logistics of trying to cover two cemeteries was too difficult. The Caseyville VFW post volun-
teered to cover Nix-Judy, while we concentrated on Oaklawn. We have held ceremonies at Oaklawn every year since, with 2016 marking 
the sixth time GGRC will honor our veterans.

This year’s ceremony was held on Saturday, 17 December, at 11:00 am. Even though it was cold and windy, we again had many volun-
teers helping us honor our veterans (photos on page 10). We were very pleased that this year our Chapter had 121 wreaths donated, far 
in excess of the 40 required for our cemetery. We learned that Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery was far short of their goal, and we 
transferred our extra wreaths to them. The growth in the number of wreaths volunteered is a testament to the success of our program.

Fall Field Trip
GGRC took their annual Fall Field Trip to the Cahokia Mounds park and museum. It was a great trip, both enjoyable and educational.

Historic Flag Program
The GGRC Chapter is fortunate to have 20 of our country’s historic flags in its possession. The chapter frequently presents flag pro-
grams at events around the area throughout the year. One was given on September 25, 2016, in honor of the Historic Belle Fontaine 
House in Waterloo.

Parades
The GGRC Color Guard participated in the Glen Carbon pre-Veterans Day event (photo on page 5). The Color Guard also marched in 
the Veterans Day Parade in Edwardsville (photo on page 7).

GGRC Color Guard has been asked to lead the parade for the Bond County Bicentennial celebration in July of 2017.

Hill’s Fort
Our October monthly meeting was held at Hill’s Fort in Greenville, Illinois. Since everyone enjoys the fort and the surroundings, this 
has become an annual event.
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Veterans Day Parade
Edwardsville, Illinois
November 11, 2016

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter Sons of the American Revolution took part in the Annual Veterans Day Parade 
in Edwardsville Illinois. There were ten members in uniform: Phil Corlew, Anthony Robison, Bob Ridenour, Jerry 

Oglesby, Caine Kelso, Bob Kilzer, Marv Meng, Jim DeGroff, John Stanton, and Justin Ottolini.

At the October 2016 monthly meeting, chapter treasurer Tom Beavers presented a new member certificate 
and Military Service Award to Gene Links.

New Member and Military Service Award
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The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Luncheon meetings third Wednesday monthly Edwardsville Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143).

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

Historic Cemetery Marking
Vaughn Hill Cemetery

Wood River, Illinois
November 13, 2016

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter Sons of the American Revolution dedicated a historic marker at the Vaughn Hill 
Cemetery in Wood River on November 13, 2016. The marker indicates that the historic cemetery is the final resting place 
for three Revolutionary War patriots: John Cornelison, Anthony Harrison, and John Rattan. Wood River Mayor Frank Ak-
ers participated in the program and commended the Sons of the American Revolution for their work in honoring veterans. 
Jeanette Lawrence, a descendant of John Rattan, helped unveil the marker. This is the second historic cemetery marker 
dedicated by the chapter. The other, dedicated on September 21, 2014, marks the Nix-Judy Cemetery in Glen Carbon. 

Frank Akers, Mayor of Wood River, Speaking at Historic Marker Dedication
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Participants were (from left): Philip Bailey, Mayor Frank Akers, Anthony Robison, Jerry Oglesby, Marvin Meng, 
ILSSAR President Toby Chamberlin, Robert Ridenour, Jim DeGroff, John Rattan descendent Jeanette Lawrence, Bill 

Johnson, Tom Beavers, and ILSSAR Chaplin Dave Ashbrook.

Historic Cemetery Marker Dedicated at Vaughn Hill Cemetery, Wood River, Illinois
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Wreaths Across America

Oaklawn Cemetery
Glen Carbon, Illinois
December 17, 2016

Posting the Colors
(l-r): Marv Meng, Dennis Lybarger, Jim DeGroff, Jerry Oglesby, Chuck Dobias, Bob Ridenour, John Stanton, Eric Reelitz

Laying a Wreath
The gentleman is placing the wreath on the grave of his father, Murill Herrington, a World War II veteran.

Tribute to All the Services
The wreathes on the gate are a tribute to all the military services: Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, 

Coast Guard, Merchant Marine, and the POWs/MIA


