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Genl George Rogers Clark on 

“The March to Vincennes” 
by 

Frederich Coffay Yohn, 
1929

Eagle Scout Awards

On July 23, 2016, members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter participated in the Court of Honor honoring 
new Eagle Scouts Samuel Stegemeier (second from right) and Louis Ybarra II (center). Those participating in the cer-
emony were (l-r): Dennis Lybarger, Robert Ridenour, and Jim DeGroff. Congratulations to these fine gentlemen from 

Troop 103.
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Eagle Scout Awards

On July 30, 2016, GGRC Chapter members Robert 
Ridenour (left) and Jim DeGroff participated in 

the Court of Honor recognizing Eagle Scout 
Spencer Wagner.

The Genl George Rogers Clark SAR Chapter was 
pleased to participate in an Eagle Scout Court of 
Honor on September 3, 2016, at the Senior Ser-

vices Plus Center in Alton, Illinois. The ceremony 
honored David Witt of Troop 7. David is a senior at 
Alton High School. He has earned 32 badges and 
his Eagle project was constructing a fitness center 
for senior citizens at the center. Jim DeGroff pre-
sented David with a certificate, badge, and pocket 

Constitution.
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Grave Marking

John Gullick Jr

On July 31, 2016, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter formally marked the grave of Revolutionary War Patriot John 
Gullick, Jr at the Gullick Cemetery near Highland, in Madison County, Illinois. John was born about 1750 in Tyron County 
North Carolina. John was married twice; first to Rebecca Davidson and the second time to Hannah Ramsey. 

John Jr had seven children: Jonathon, Elizabeth, John, Benjamin Davidson, Ira, Jane, and Beniah.

John Gullick Jr died March 15, 1832, in Madison County, Illinois, at the age of 82 years. The pioneer homestead of John 
Gullick Jr lies about a quarter of a mile from the cemetery where he is buried.

Bringing in the Colors
l-r: Dennis Lybarger, Bob Ridenour, Bob Kilzer, Jim DeGroff

GGRC member Robert Ridenour (left) looks on as local resident Elizabeth Pauk unveils the marker for Revolutionary War 
patriot John Gullick. Roland Harris (right) participated in the ceremony by reading a biography of John Gullick’s life.
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Registrar’s Report

In the last three months, we have added  5 new members in GGRC: Bill Emery; James and John Kelly (the Kelly’s National 
numbers are 200,000 and 200,001!); and Kyle and Zack Kennett.

We are actively recruiting and are in different stages on over 15 new applications, with 9 awaiting approval. 

Our membership now stands at 181 members. 

Jim DeGroff
GGRC Registrar

Grave Marking

Francis Roach

On August 28, 2016, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter formally marked the grave of Revolutionary War Patriot 
Francis Roach at the Worden Lutheran Cemetery, Worden, Illinois. Roach was born in Stafford County, Virginia, in 1739. 
Orphaned as a boy, he was bound to a master who removed him to North Carolina where he learned the hatter trade. He 
was a resident of Dobbs County, North Carolina, when he entered the service under Captain Joseph Sessions and Lieutenant 
Stephen Pipkin. Roach later moved to Dougherty Station near Danville, Kentucky, and was sent out several times to guard 
the frontiers. In 1782 he entered service under Genl George Rogers Clark. After the war, Roach eventually moved to what 
was then St. Clair (now Madison County), Illinois. He received a pension for his military service. Francis Roach died at the 
home of his son on July 9, 1845.

Front row: Judge John T. Roach and John Roach, descendants of Francis Roach; back row: Genl George Rogers 
Clark Chapter members Jerry Oglesby, Tom Beavers, Phillip Bailey, Robert Ridenour, Dennis Lybarger, Bill Johnson, 

Bob Kilzer, and Jim DeGroff.
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Ladies’ Night Out

On August 24, 2016, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter Sons of the American Revolution held a Ladies’ 
Night Out at Julia’s Banquet Center in East Alton, Illinois.

Several Awards/Certificates were presented.

Marv Meng, receives National Patriotism Award on 
behalf of GGRC Chapter. Jim DeGroff presented the 

certificate.

Carol Hyatt receiving Military Service Certificate for her 
grandson, Alex.
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Ladies’ Night Out

Caine Kelso receiving the National Volunteer Scouting 
Award.

The speaker for the evening was Lola DeGroff. Lola made a presentation titled “What to Load in Your Covered 
Wagon.” Her presentation told of the spirit and strength of the women who took part in the great westward migra-
tion between 1841 and 1866.

One of the quotes she used was by Emerson Hough: “The chief figure of the American West, the figure of the ages, 
is not the long-haired, fringed-legging man, riding a raw-boned pony, but the gaunt and sad-faced woman sitting 
on the front seat of the wagon, following her lord where he might lead her, her face hidden in the same ragged sun-
bonnet which had crossed the Appalachians and Missouri long before. That was America, my brethren! There was 
the seed of America’s wealth. There was the great romance of America – the woman in the sunbonnet; and not, 
after all, the hero with the rifle across his saddle horn. Who has written her story? Who has painted her picture?” 

A pioneer lawyer at a 4th  of July celebration of the Sons and Daughters of Oregon Pioneers many many years 
ago, evidently agreed saying, “I think the time has come when we should give due credit to the Pilgrim Moth-
ers, for they not only endured all the hardships of the Pilgrim fathers, but in addition endured the Pilgrim Fathers 
besides.”
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President’s Letter — Marv Meng

General George Rogers Clark Chapter
Illinois Society, Sons of the American Revolution

Respectfully submitted
Marvin Meng

President, GGRC

GGRC Past President and current State Executive Vice President, Compatriot Jim DeGroff, received a National award.  He 
received the Florence Kendall Award from State President Toby Chamberlain at the recent State Board of Managers Meet-
ing.  This award is for recruiting the Largest number of new members in the NATION.

Grave Marking:  GGRC performed two Patriot Grave Markings.  One in July for John Gullick Jr and one in September 
for Francis Roach.  At the Francis Roach marking, there were six Roach family members present.  One couple came from 
Indiana.  At the conclusion of the marking, they donated $300 as a thank you to the Chapter.

Ladies night out August:  The Chapter enjoyed its annual Ladies Night Out dinner with 39 attending.  At the dinner, GGRC 
member, Compatriot Caine Kelso was presented the Robert E. Burt Boy Scout Volunteer Award.  Our guest speaker was 
Mrs. Lola DeGroff who spoke on outfitting covered wagons.  Mrs. DeGroff would not accept payment so GGRC is donating 
$50.00 to her DAR Chapter.

Future plans:	 GGRC will take a Fall trip to Cahokia Mounds State Park in October.
	

	 The October meeting will be held at Hills Fort.

	 We have a grave marking planned for Daniel Brown in October.

	 We will hold an evening meeting in the Spring so our working members may attend.

President’s report Third Quarter 2016
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The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Luncheon meetings third Wednesday monthly Edwardsville Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143)

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine

Other Recent Activities

Mike Featherstun (l) Receives Membership Certifi-
cate from Marv Meng

Mike Allen (c) Receives Membership Certificate from Chuck Dobias (l), 
and Jim DeGroff (r)
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Other Recent Activities

On Sunday, September 25, 2016, three members of the GGRC Chapter SAR joined with members of the Long-
knives Chapter SAR and the Lewis and Clark Chapter SAR to assist the Monroe County Historical Society in a 
Monroe County Bicentennial Event at the Bellefontaine House in Waterloo, Illinois — Remembering the Revo-
lutionary War. The SAR Honor Guard marched in and fired a rifle salute. A fife and drum corps played music of 
the era.

The SAR Honor Guard presented the GGRC Historical flag program of 28 flags. The Kaskaskia Trail Chorus sang 
a medley of songs of the era. “George Washington” made an appearance and talked to the many attendees. Also 
present was “Mrs. Moore” at the Moore’s cabin.

There was a Flag Burning Ceremony by Girl Scout Cadette Aimee Magliulo.

Longknives Chapter Rifle Squad During Flag Raising Longknives Chapter Rifle Squad Firing Rifle Salute

Honor Guard made up by  Lewis & Clark Chapter, GGRC Chaper, and Longknives Chapter


