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ANNUAL DINNER MEETING
First Christian Church, Edwardsville, Illinois
February 23, 2016

Members of the chapter color guard present the We were pleased to have State President Thomas
colors. Ashby and his wife, Linda, attend.
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New Members

President Marv Meng (1) presented membership
certificates to new members Jackson and Samuel
Compas, grandsons of Bill Johnson
(second from right).

President Marv Meng (r) presents membership

certificate to new member Phillip Corlew.

President Marv Meng (r) presents membership
certificate to new member Jerry Oglesby.
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Historic Flag Program

Members of the chapter color guard presented the chapter’s historic flag program. The top photograph shows
Harry Nelson (1) and Steve Hyatt displaying the George Rogers Clark flag.

Robert Ridenour (1) and Steve Hyatt display the Fort Moultrie flag. This flag was added to the chapter’s col-
lection in honor of chapter founder Charles B. Schweizer who was stationed at F ort Moultrie as a lieutenant.
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Karen Meng was awarded the Martha Washing-

ton Medal in recognition of outstanding service

to SAR. Charles Dobias, GGRC Vice President,
presented her with the medal.

Awards

The GGRC Chapter was pleased to present Keith
Mills (right) with the SAR Hero Award. Mills
noticed a woman collapse at a gas station. She
was having a heart attack. Mills, a volunteer fire-
fighter, jumped into action and performed life
saving CPR, thus saving Michelle Clark’s life.
Lloyd Schwarz presented the award as chapter
president Marvin Meng looked on.
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Many chapter members wore their Revolutionary War era uniforms to participate in the color guard and also

to honor their patriot. Shown in front row from L to R: Dennis Lybarger, Robert Kilzer, Thomas Beavers, Paul

Kelso, Charles Dobias, Caine Kelso, and Jim DeGroff. Back row: Ronnie Hicks, Eric Reelitz, Robert Ridenour,
Harry Nelson, Steve Hyatt, Anthony Robison, Marvin Meng, and William Johnson.

Registrar’s Report

In the last three months, we have added six new members in GGRC: Phil Corlew, Ron Klaustermeier, Marv
Meng, Jr, Steven and Kyle Meng, and Jerry Oglesby.

We are actively recruiting and are in different states on 20 new applications. Seven Applications are submitted to
National for approval, and we are awaiting documents and signatures on 10 applications.

Our goal is to go over 160 members, even after those who do not pay their dues get dropped.

Jim DeGroff
GGRC Registrar
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Eagle Scout Awards

The Genl George Rogers Clark SAR Chapter was pleased to participate in a great day at New Bethel United Meth-
odist Church in Glen Carbon, Illinois, on Sunday, January 17. First was a ceremony to honor newly recognized
Eagle Scout J.D. Mulvihill (top). J.D.’s Eagle Scout project was to design and construct blue bird houses at the
Yanda Log Cabin site and Schon Park and paint numbers on the Greenspace North Walking Trail.

(I-r) Robert Ridenour, J.D. Mulvihill, Jim DeGroff

Next was a ceremony honoring Jacob A. Mulvihill (second from right) and Wyatt Hennig (second from left).
All are in Troop 1034. Jacob’s Eagle Scout project was to design and lead the construction and staining of two
storage benches for the Metro-East Humane Society’s visitors room. Wyatt’s Eagle Scout project was to clear a
wooded area and construct wooden benches and a fire pit behind St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church.

Robert Ridenour and Jim DeGroff presented all the boys the SAR Eagle Scout patch and certificate.

(I-r) Robert Ridenour, Wyatt Hennig, Jacob A. Mulvihill, Jim DeGroff.
Ridenour and DeGroff represented the Genl George Rogers Clark SAR Chapter
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President’s Letter — Marv Meng

General George Rogers Clark Chapter
Illinois Society, Sons of the American Revolution
President’s Report

GGRC has continued to be a very active Chapter. We average 20 or more members at each monthly meeting. We have
gained 36 new members this year.

Our Annual Dinner was held in February. We had over 90 people attend, including our State President Tom Ashby and his
wife Linda. At the dinner, we presented awards to 18 members, including one 30-year pin. We also presented a Hero award
to a local citizen. The GGRC Historic Flag presentation was given as the evening’s program.

We received an essay from the Alton High School Junior ROTC award winning cadet. All the paperwork was reviewed for
compliance and passed it on to Dale Bottom. Hopefully, we will have a State winner!

We attended three Eagle Scout Courts of Honor and presented the scouts with the SAR Eagle Scout Certificate and Badge.
We also presented the Scouts with a pocket-sized copy of the US Constitution. One Eagle Scout has provided an essay on
the American Revolution for consideration for the Eagle Scout Scholarship award.

Every Year we honor High School Students from our Chapter area who are nominated by their respective high schools as
having demonstrated characteristics qualifying them as Outstanding Citizen. We then hold an Awards Ceremony to honor
them. Each student is presented with a certificate and a SAR lapel pin. This year will be the first for our $500 scholarship
award. Letters have been sent to 38 high schools inviting them to nominate their students. The letter states that if their
student submits a 300 to 500 word essay, they will be eligible for a $500 scholarship. This year’s Recognition Ceremony
will be on 21 April, at the First Christian Church in Edwardsville.

At a ceremony held at the Edwardsville Court House, the Chapter honored nine citizens for their displaying of the American
Flag. Each honoree was presented with a certificate. Individual and group photos were taken. A photograph and article
were published in the local newspaper. Six local judges attended the ceremony.

Flag Day will be celebrated on June 14, 2016 at the Jerseyville Historical Society. At our annual Flag Day celebration, we
display flags of all 50 States. This year they will be placed surrounding the Historical Society building. Also on display
will be our 28 Historical flags. GGRC will present our Historical Flag Program as part of the ceremony. Local dignitaries
will be invited to speak.

Plans are being made for Patriot Grave Markings this year. The graves will be marked with a Bronze plaque mounted in
Concrete. The GGRC Color Guard attends each grave marking. Members of the Patriot’s family are contacted to be present
and a paragraph is read about the Patriot and his contribution to the Revolutionary effort. At the end of the ceremony there
is a musket salute and Taps is played.

Sincerely,
Marvin Meng
President
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Medal Recepients

Tom Beavers
Bronze Roger Sherman Medal for service in various Chapter offices
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for service as Secretary

Jim DeGroff
Chapter Meritorious Service Medal for continuous support as Registrar. His recruiting has led GGRC to being the largest chapter
in the State of Illinois. Co-Chair for Eagle Scout program, attending many Eagle Scout Courts-of-Honor
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Color Guard Medal for continuous support for uniformed events — grave markings, parades,
Wreathes Across America (WAA)

Lola DeGroff
SAR Medal Of Appreciation — given to a DAR member for continuous support of the Chapter or the President. Lola has served as
our web master for several years — posting pictures and articles of our events It is a very nice site. If you have not seen it, you
should check it out.

Chuck Dobias
Chapter Distinguished Service Medal for Wreathes Across America Chairman, ROTC Student Award Chairman
Bronze Roger Sherman Medal for four years ROTC and Chapter Historian
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Color Guard Medal
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for WAA

David File
Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for three years as chair of Flag Awards

Karen Meng
Martha Washington Medal of Appreciation for five years support of our Outstanding Citizen Award Program — providing refresh-
ments for the reception after the program

Marv Meng
Chapter Meritorious Service Medal
Bronze Roger Sherman Medal for service in various Chapter offices
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Color Guard Medal
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Good Citizenship Medal

Harry Nelson
Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for three years as chair of Outstanding Citizen

Bob Ridenour
Bronze Roger Sherman Medal for over four years as committee chair for Patriot Grave Markings
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Color Guard Medal

Lloyd Schwarz
30 Year Pin
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Good Citizenship Medal

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to:
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL. 62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net;
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Luncheon meetings third Wednesday monthly Edwardsville Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143)



