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Death of Member
George Thomas “Tom” Lawrence

George Thomas “Tom” Lawrence, IV, LTC U.S. Army, 
Retired, 86, passed away at Alton Memorial Hospital 
on Saturday, Sept. 26, 2015. 

He was born on February 20, 1929, in Wood River, 
Illinois, the son of George Thomas “Tom” Lawrence II 
and Florence Wave Irey. He married Bonnie J. Brewer 
Goode on July 1, 1972, and she preceded him in death. 
Tom had a dual career with the U.S. Army Reserve 
and Shell Oil Company, retiring from the U.S. Army 
in 1975 after 25 years of service, and from Shell Oil 
Company as a drafting supervisor for instrumentation 
and electrical systems in 1981 after 28 years of 
service. 

Tom was drafted in the U.S. Army as a combat 
engineer in 1950 and attained the rank of Corporal 
before being released from active duty in 1952. As 
an Army Reservist, he became qualified as a Corps of 
Engineer Officer where he was promoted to Second 
Lieutenant and as a young officer was assigned to 
active duty and completed Officers Training at the 
Army Aviation Flight School. Throughout his career 
Tom continued Army qualifications to include the 
Ordnance Corps and Transportation Corps, and was 
subsequently promoted to the Rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel before retiring, having served during both the 
Korean and Viet Nam conflicts. During his military 
service, Tom received the Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Korean Conflict Service Medal, the Army Good 
Conduct Medal, the Army National Defense Medal 
with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Army Reserve Service 
Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, and the U.S. Army 
Reserve Achievement Medal. 

He was a member of the Cornerstone Assembly of God 
Church in Bethalto, Illinois, as well as a member of the 
Bethalto American Legion; served as Vice President 
for the General George Rogers Clark Chapter, Sons 
of the American Revolution, with Korean and Viet 
Nam Service Medals; and he was a member of the 
Korean War Veterans Association. Along the way, he 
graduated from SIUE with a BS degree, majoring in 
mathematics with minors in physics and economics, 
attended STL Staff College, and completed a PhD 
dissertation in Management of the Christian Education 
Classroom. 

He is survived by his children, Ron Lawrence and his 
wife, Mona; Susan Arvieux; Pamela Mohr and her 
husband, Jim; Marlene Schreiber and her husband, 
Pat; and Bruce Goode and his wife, Brenda; a loving 
companion, Norma May; 10 grandchildren; and 21 
great-grandchildren. Also surviving are a sister-in-law, 
Geneva Brewer Phillips Van Scoyck; and a brother-
in-law, Dr. Paul Brewer. 

In addition to his wife, Bonnie, he is preceded in death 
by his parents; and a son-in-law, Ken Arvieux. 

Interment was on October 1, 2015, at Jefferson 
Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis with the U.S. 
Army Honor Guard presenting full military honors. 

Memorials may be made to Cornerstone Assembly 
of God Church, the MS Foundation, or any Autism 
Foundation. 
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August 1, 2015, 
St. Nicholas Parish Hall, O’Fallon , Illinois

Jim DeGroff presenting SAR Eagle Scout certificate 
and badge to Pietro Galante.

Eagle Scout Awards
Since June 1, 2015, Court of Honor Eagle Awards were presented in O’Fallon and Edwardsville.

June 6, 2015, St. Nicholas Parish Hall, O’Fallon, Illinois

Jim DeGroff presented the SAR Eagle Scout certificate and badge to Patrick Murphy (left) 
and Nicholas Petty (right).

August 1, 2015, 
First Baptist Church, Edwardsville, Illinois

GGRC Chapter President Marvin Meng (L) and Vice 
President Charles Dobias (R) present the SAR Eagle 

Scout badge and certificate to Zachary Gabel.
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FLAG DAY HISTORIC FLAG PROGRAM

Bond County Court House
Greenville, Illinois

June 14, 2015

The 50 state flags were positioned close to the sidewalk all around the courthouse. The historic flags were 
posted around the circle. Thanks to all the members and guests who braved the weather to attend.
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FLAG RAISING CEREMONY
Robert C. Stille Edwardsville Township Community Park

Center Grove Road, Edwardsville, Illinois
June 15, 2015

Six members of the GGRC Chapter participated in the 
flag raising ceremony. From left, Robert Kilzer, 

Charles Dobias, Jim DeGroff, Bill Johnson, 
Robert Ridenour, and Tom Beavers. 
The other men are part of the Illinois 

Territorial Rangers.

Uniformed re-enactors raised the American flag and 
the new Edwardsville Township flag which features 
a logo developed by a group of Edwardsville High 
School students.Township Supervisor Frank Miles 
(Center) posed with the re-enactors following the 

flag raising.

CHAPTER FIELD TRIP

On August 13, 2015, GGRC Chapter members and guests toured the replicas of the Nina and Pinta 
in Grafton, Illinois.

Nina Pinta
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HISTORIC FLAG PROGRAM

Vandalia, Illinois
July 11, 2015

Members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter presented their historic flag program in Vandalia during the 
Lincoln Heritage Festival. Shown L-R are Bill Wilson, Robert Ridenour, Eric Reelitz, Charles Dobias 

and Jim DeGroff

GGRC Monthly Meeting

On September 16, 2015, the GGRC Chapter held their monthly meeting at Hill’s Fort in Greenville, Illinois.

Part of the GGRC Members 
Awaiting the Delicious Lunch 
Prepared by Compatriot John 

Coleman and His Wife, Jeanette.



Volume XXV, Number 2 October 2015Page 6

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Luncheon meetings third Wednesday monthly Edwardsville Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143)

President’s Letter — Marv Meng

During this period, GGRC conducted Grave markings of four Revolutionary War Patriots. On August 22 at 
Whitehall Cemetery, we marked Caleb Post, a member of the New Jersey Militia, in General Wine’s Brigade. On 
September 5 at Smith Grove Cemetery in Bond County, we marked three Patriots: James Long, 6th battalion of 
Virginia  Militia; Jacob Neer, 8th Albany County Militia; and Hezekiah Row, 5th South Carolina Regiment.

On June 14, we presented our annual Flag Day program. This year’s program was at the Court House in Green-
ville. All 50 State flags surrounded the Court House square and our Historic Flag Presentation was presented 
including 28 Historical Flags. A rather severe rain storm tried to ruin the festivities.

We participated in four Eagle Scout Court of Honor recognitions, one in Edwardsville and the other three in 
O’Fallon. These are always a pleasure to see the tremendous work and dedication displayed by these young 
citizens. The chapter presents a certificate and an impressive patch that can be worn on the scout’s uniform. My 
personal thanks to Chuck Dobias, Jim DeGroff, and Chair Bill Johnson for their continued support of this great 
program.

With the passing of one of our loyal members, Mr. Chuck Burgess, his family asked that we establish a Memo-
rial Scholarship fund, in his memory and also in memory of all our members who have passed away. We have a 
committee working to finalize plans for this program. Every year, we honor Outstanding Citizens nominated by 
the High Schools in our area, from their respective graduating classes. Beginning next year we plan to select one 
from the group to receive this scholarship.

The Chapter’s Historical Flag Program was presented at the request of a DAR group in Vandalia as part of the 
Lincoln Heritage Festival.

As our annual trip, the Chapter took a tour of the Nina and Pinta replicas which were moored in Grafton. We had 
great weather. The trip was very enjoyable and informative.

Our September meeting was held at Hills Fort in Greenville. 

We had a good representation marching in the Greenville Bicentennial Parade.
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GRAVE MARKING
White Hall Cemetery, White Hall, Illinois

August 22, 2015

The GGRC Chapter honored the memory of Revolutionary War patriot Private Caleb Post, who served in New 
Jersey. Top photo (l-r): Jim DeGroff, Hearshal McKinney, Robert Kilzer, Robert Ridenour, and Charles Casey. 
Compatriot McKinney discovered the marker for Caleb Post. [Not in photo: Paul Kelso.]

The GGRC was assisted by members of two DAR Chapters. Bottom photo (l-r): Hazel Roberts, Apple Creek Prai-
rie DAR; Ferne Ridenour, Ninian Edwards DAR; Louise McKinney, Ninian Edwards DAR; Hearshal McKinney, 
GGRC SAR; Mary Frances Tunison, Apple Creek Prairie DAR Vice Regent; Leslie Reynolds, Apple Creek Prai-
rie DAR Regent; Janet Bryant, Apple Creek Prairie DAR Chaplain
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GRAVE MARKING
Smith Grove Cemetery, Bond County, Illinois

September 5, 2015

Members of the GGRC Chapter and family members gathered to honor the memory and service of Revolutionary 
War patriots James Long, Jacob Neer, and Hezekiah Row. We were pleased to have descendants of James Long 
and Jacob Neer available to pay tribute to their ancestor and to unveil the markers.

James Long’s Descendents with GGRC Chapter Members

Jacob Neer’s Descendents with GGRC Chapter Members
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Registrar’s Report

Although we lost three members to health issues and a drop out, our chapter is thriving. Currently we are at 157 
members with seven new applications submitted to National for approval.
 
Bob “Bulldog” Kilzer and I are working on 24 new members that are all in different stages of application. Bob has 
been invaluable in digging through ancestral connections and finding the way to make the applications work.

Jim DeGroff, GGRC Registrar

Greenville Bicentennial Parade
September 6, 2015

Waiting for the Parade to Start
(l-r): Jim DeGroff, Bob Ridenour, Ferne Ridenour, Jerry Oglesby, 

Anthony Robison, Marv Meng, Eric Reelitz
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Memorial Ceremony for Captain Joseph Ogle
September 27, 2015

Members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter were honored to participate in the color guard for a marking for Cap-
tain Joseph Ogle. The event was sponsored by the Ogle/Ogles Family Association, the Lewis and Clark Chapter Sons of 
the American Revolution, and the Belleville Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution. Members of the Long Knife 
Chapter SAR also participated.


