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Death of Member
Charles E. “Chuck” Burgess

Charles Edward “Chuck” Burgess, 82, passed away Monday, April 27, 2015, at St. Anthony’s Health Center in 
Alton. He was born on June 23,1932, in Flint, Michigan, the son of James Oliver and Laura Leslie (Bailey) Bur-
gess.

He married Arene Wemers on May 30, 1959, in Petersburg, Illinois, She survives.

Charles graduated in 1950 from Lewistown Missouri High School as the salutatorian of his class. He graduated 
from the University of Missouri School of Journalism in 1955. He served his country in the U.S. Army from 1955 
to 1957. He was then the editor of the Tazwell Courier in East Peoria, a reporter for the Peoria Journal Star, and 
a reporter and education writer for the St. Louis Globe Democrat until 1987. He then became the Public Affairs 
Director for the St. Louis School system until his retirement in 1996. He was a member of Zion Lutheran Church 
in Bethalto, where he ushered for many years. He was an avid genealogist and had traced many of his family back 
to colonial times. He was also an active member of the Sons of the American Revolution where he edited the local 
chapter publication, called The Long Knife.

Burial was at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis.

Memorials may be made to Scholarships for the Sons of the American Revolution or to Zion Lutheran School.

Eagle Scout Awards
Since the first of the year, Court of Honor Eagle Awards were presented in Hamel, Glen Carbon, Greenville, 
Godfrey (3), and SIUE.

Kyle A. Towner, Hamel, February 8, 2015
Jim DeGroff (l) and Robert Ridenour presented Kyle A. 
Towner of Troop 91 with the SAR’s Eagle Scout badge 
and certificate.
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Joseph R. Towner, Glen Carbon, March 1, 2015
Congratulations to Joseph R. Towner for achieving the 
rank of Eagle Scout. He is a member of Troop 1034. 
Jim DeGroff presented him a certificate and patch dur-
ing the Eagle Scout Court of Honor.

William A. Sunderland, Greenville, March 1, 2015
William Sunderland was presented a certificate and 
patch by William Johnson during the Eagle Scout Court 
of Honor.

No Photo Available

David Mathus, Godfrey, March 29, 2015
Congratulations to David Mathus from Troop #7 for at-
taining the rank of Eagle Scout. Robert Ridenour (l) 
and Jim DeGroff presented him a certificate and patch 
during the Eagle Scout Court of Honor.

Gerald H. Bemis, III, Godfrey, April 29, 2015
Gerald H. Bemis III receives the SAR Eagle Scout cer-
tificate and badge from GGRC President Marv Meng 
(l) and Charles Dobias.
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Matthew “Reed” Milnor, Godfrey, May 17, 2015
Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter President Marv 
Meng, Robert Ridenour, Jim DeGroff, and Charles Do-
bias present the SAR Eagle Scout award badge, cer-
tificate, and Constitution booklet to Matthew “Reed” 
Milnor of Troop 7. For his Eagle Scout project, Reed 
planned, organized, and led teams to map, document, 
and clean veterans’ grave markers in Upper Alton (Oak-
wood) Cemetery.

Gabe Bailey, SIUE, May 2, 2015
The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter presented the 
SAR Eagle Scout badge and certificate to Troop 1031’s 
newest Eagle Scout, Gabe Bailey. Jim DeGroff and 
GGRC Vice President Charles Dobias made the pre-
sentation during a Court of Honor held at the Morris 
University Center Bldg, SIU-E, Edwardsville.

HISTORIC FLAG PROGRAM
Benjamin Mills DAR Chapter Youth Awards

March 21, 2015

Jim DeGroff and Robert Ridenour presented the chapter’s Historic Flag Program during the Benjamin Mills 
Youth Awards ceremony in Greenville, Illinois.
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GGRC Chapter Outstanding Citizenship Awards

Eighteen high school students were recognized with Outstanding Citizenship Awards from the Genl George Rogers Clark 
Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution. The ceremony took place April 30,  2015, at the First Christian Church in 
Edwardsville.

The students were nominated by their schools based on their dependability, cooperative spirit, leadership, service to their 
school and community, evidence of personal values, and patriotism.

Local honorees included: Brandon Rose, Alton Sr. H.S.; Tyler J. Hutchinson, Bond Co. H.S.; Katie Diane Kroll, Brown-
stown H.S.; Rebecca Oswald, Calhoun H.S.; Julie Bruns, Civic Memorial H.S.; Thomas Boyer, Collinsville Sr. H.S.; Mike 
Stimac, E. Alton-Wood River H.S.; Willow Ann Tolly, Edwardsville H.S.; Ellie Halpin, Gillespie H.S.; Ronald Plogger, 
Greenfield H.S.; Megan Wittich, Marquette H.S.; Austin Schillinger, Metro East Lutheran H.S.; Nathaniel Spaller, Mt. Olive 
H.S.; Cameron Locher, North Greene H.S.; Anthony Stephens, Ramsey H.S.; Tristen Carroll, Roxana H.S.; Katelyn Fox, 
Staunton H.S.; Hunter Joseph Bassler, Triad H.S.

Each recipient received a certificate, a pin, and a copy of the Constitution of the United States of America. The SAR Out-
standing Citizenship Award is presented in recognition of the recipient’s furthering of American citizenship principles.

GGRC Chapter Chairman Harry Nelson said, “The SAR has been instrumental in promoting the qualities of dependability, 
cooperation, leadership, and patriotism in the community and nation-wide for many years. We are pleased to honor these 
outstanding students.”

Each year the chapter invites high schools in the Madison, Jersey, Macoupin, Bond, Calhoun, Greene, and Montgomery 
Counties to select one young man or woman from their senior class.

Front row: (l-r) Chapter Outstanding Citizenship Awards Chairman Harry Nelson, Compatriot Bill Wilson, Thomas Boyer, Julie 
Bruns, Megan Wittich, Tristen Carroll, Katelyn Fox, Compatriot Robert Ridenour.

Back row: (l-r) Compatriot Jim DeGroff, Mike Stimac, Willow Ann Tolly, Anthony Stephens, Hunter Joseph Bassler, GGRC Chapter 
President Marv Meng, GGRC Chapter Vice President Charles Dobias.
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GGRC Participation in the Ewington Chapter Outstanding Citizenship Awards Ceremony

The Ewington Chapter, Illinois Society Sons of the American Revolution recognized outstanding seniors from local high 
schools. The awards ceremony was held on Tuesday, May 5, 2015, at the First Baptist Church in Effingham. Jim DeGroff, 
Bill Wilson, and Bob Ridenour of the GGRC Chapter participated by acting as color guard. 

GRAVE MARKING
Wimmer Cemetery, Auburn, Illinois

April 18, 2015

GGRC Chapter member Jim DeGroff joined the Springfield SAR Color Guard in presenting the colors at the 
grave marking honoring Jacob Henry Shutt. The marking was sponsored by the Captain William Penny DAR 
Chapter.
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Very special thanks to Jim DeGroff for his dedicated service as president of the GGRC Chapter for the past two 
years.
 
It is an honor, a privilege and a pleasure to take over as President of this very active Chapter.  As of this quarter, we 
have 134 members, including nine new memberships since the first of the year.  It is always a pleasure to welcome 
new members.  Our Registrar, Jim DeGroff, is currently working over 30 additional applications.

Our chapter has been very busy: we held our annual GGRC Chapter dinner February 26.

Since the first of the year, Court of Honor Eagle Awards were presented in Hamel, Glen Carbon, Greenville, God-
frey (3), and SIUE. It is always a pleasure to participate in Eagle Scout Court of Honor programs. The chapter 
presents a certificate and an impressive patch that can be worn on the scout’s uniform to the new Eagle Scout. My 
personal thanks to Chuck Dobias, Jim DeGroff, and Chair Bill Johnson for their continued support of this great 
program. 

On March 21, we presented our Historic Flag Program for the Benjamin Mills DAR Chapter in Greenville.

On April 18, we supplied the color guard for a DAR grave marking at Wimmer Cemetery in Auburn.

On April 30, we held our annual Outstanding Citizen Awards ceremony at First Christian Church in Edwards-
ville.

On May 5, we supplied the color guard for the Ewington Chapter Outstanding Citizen Awards ceremony at the 
First Baptist Church in Effingham.

On June 14, we will present our annual Flag Day program. This year’s program will be at the Court House in 
Greenville. In addition to all 50 State flags, the program will include our Historic Flag Presentation.

With the passing of one of our loyal members, Mr. Chuck Burgess, his family asked that we establish a Memo-
rial Scholarship fund, in his memory and also in memory of all our members who have passed away. We are in 
the process of developing this fund. Every year, we honor Outstanding Citizens nominated from their respective 
graduating classes by the High Schools in our area. Beginning next year, we plan to select one from the group to 
receive this scholarship.

President’s Letter — Marv Meng

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons 
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to: 
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL  62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net; 
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Luncheon meetings third Wednesday monthly Edwardsville Moose Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 140)
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ROTC Awards

This year, for the first time, GGRC presented two ROTC Silver Medals. The recipient from Southern Illinois 
University-Edwardsville was Cadet Morgan L. Rowden, while the new ROTC unit at Kaskaskia College nomi-
nated Cadet Brett Mueller. ROTC Chairman Chuck Dobias delivered the two cadets their medals at a ceremony 
on 23 April at the VFW Post in Collinsville. On 9 May, our ROTC Chairman awarded the JROTC Bronze Medal 
to Cadet Nathan Backstrom at an awards ceremony at Alton Senior High School. He also presented a SAR Out-
standing Citizen Medal and Certificate to Cadet Brandon Rose, who was unable to attend the scheduled ceremony 
on 30 April and who, incidentally, was last year’s JROTC Bronze Medal winner from Alton.

Cadet Nathan Backstrom receives JROTC Bronze 
medal from ROTC Chairman Chuck Dobias

Cadet Brandon Rose receives SAR Outstanding 
Citizen medal from ROTC Chairman Chuck Dobias

Cadet Morgan Rowden receives ROTC Silver medal 
from ROTC Chairman Chuck Dobias

Cadet Brett Mueller receives ROTC Silver medal 
from ROTC Chairman Chuck Dobias
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Rotary Club Presentation

Thanks to the Edwardsville Rotary for inviting us to 
talk to them at their May 28, 2015 meeting. They were 
particularly interested in the SAR Cemetery Marking 
Project and the marker the GGRC Chapter placed at the 
Nix-Judy Pioneer Cemetery in Glen Carbon. Shown are 
Bill Wilson, Robert Ridenour, and Tom Beavers.

Robert Ridenour (l) and Harry Nelson were part of the 
contigent of GGRC members in the Alton Memorial 
Day parade (photo from St. Louis Post Dispatch web-
site)

Alton Memorial Day Parade
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Pre-Memorial Day Ceremony Honoring Veterans
Oak Lawn Cemetery,

Glen Carbon, IL
May 17, 2015

Members of the GGRC Color Guard participated in the ceremony honoring the veterans buried in the cemetery. 
Top: President Marv Meng, Jim DeGroff, Vice President Charles Dobias. Bottom far right: Robert Ridenour.
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Memorial Day Program
Dugger Cemetery

May 24, 2015

Robert Ridenour (above, second in line) and Tom Beavers (below, far right) participated as members of the 
Color Guard during ceremonies held at the Dugger Cemetery near St. Jacob.


