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GGRC Participation in the Ewington Chapter Outstanding Citizenship Awards Ceremony

The Ewington Chapter, Illinois Society Sons of the American Revolution recognized outstanding seniors from local high
schools. The awards ceremony was held on Tuesday, April 16,2019, at the First Baptist Church in Effingham. Jim DeGroff,
Chuck Dobias, John Stanton, and Bob Ridenour of the GGRC Chapter participated in the ceremony.
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GGRC Chapter Outstanding Citizenship Awards

Twenty high school students were recognized with Outstanding Citizenship Awards from the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution. The ceremony took place April 18,2019, at the First Christian Church in Edwardsville.

The students were nominated by their schools based on their dependability, cooperative spirit, leadership, service to their school and
community, evidence of personal values, and patriotism.

Local honorees included: David Mathus, Alton Sr. H.S .; Jacqueline Forys, Bond County H.S.; Grace Nolte, Brussels H.S.; Steven Thyer,
Bunker Hill H.S.; Joshua Knight, Carrollton H.S.; Brayden Shirley, Civic Memorial H.S.; Shawn McKee, East Alton Wood River H.S .;
Lindsey Miller, Gillespie H.S.; Micheala Burrows, Greenfield H.S.; Cole Diesen, Highland H.S.; Ryan Croxford, Jersey Community
H.S.; Jeremy Frazier, Litchfield Sr. H.S.; Kaleb Ware, Marquette Catholic H.S.; Andrew Wyatt, Metro East Lutheran H.S.; Jonah Schell,
Mississippi Valley Christian H.S.; Kaleigh Taylor, Mt. Olive H.S.; Keith Carlock, Nokomis H.S.; Danielle Wojcik, North Greene H.S ;
Victoria Tarpley, Roxana Sr. H.S.; Jared Speer, Triad H.S.

Each recipient received a certificate and a pin. The SAR Outstanding Citizenship Award is presented in recognition of the recipient’s
furthering of American citizenship principles.

Ryan Croxford, Jersey Community H.S., was also the winner of the chapter’s $500 scholarship given in memory of long-time member
Charles Burgess.

The SAR has been instrumental in promoting the qualities of dependability, cooperation, leadership, and patriotism in the community
and nation-wide for many years. We are pleased to honor these outstanding students.

Each year the chapter invites high schools in the Madison, Jersey, Macoupin, Bond, Calhoun, Greene, and Montgomery Counties to
select one young man or woman from their senior class.

(I-r) Front row: David Mathus, Jacquline Forys, Lindsey Miller, Grace Nolte, Jeremy Frazier,
Joshua Knight, Steven Thyer, Brayden Shirley, Ryan Croxford, Jonah Schell, Cole Diesen

Back row: Student Jared Speer; Compatriots Jerry Oglesby, Eric Reelitz, Jim DeGroff,
GGRC Chapter President Robert Ridenour, Phil Bailey;
Student Andrew Wyatt; Chapter Outstanding Citizenship Awards Chairman John Stanton,
GGRC Chapter Vice President Richard Ruedin
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARI
First Christian Church, Edwardsville, Illinois
April 20,2019

Congratulations to Anthony Evans of Troop 216, Edwardsville, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. The new Eagle
received a certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution. Shown are(l-r): Richard Ruedin, Jim DeGroff, Anthony Evans,
Phil Bailey.

ROTC Award

The Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR presented the ROTC medal to James Gerace at the SIUE Campus on
May 2,2019.
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Illinois SAR Society Annual Meeting

At the Illinois SAR Society Annual Meeting, May 10, 2019, in Springfield, Illinois, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chap-
ter was the recepient of several awards: A certificate for Perfect Attendance at all four Board of Management Meetings of
2018-2019, the Joel Willis Newsletter Award for publishing four or more newsletters annually, and the Flag Award for
presenting Flag Awards to citizens who fly the U.S. Flag. Past GGRC President Chuck Dobias was made a member of the
Viet Nam War Veterans Corps.

Presentation of the Joel Willis Newsletter Award for Publishing Four or More Newsletters Annually
(I-r): Gary List, Presenter; Gordon Bidner, General Joseph Bartholomew Chapter; Dick Chamblin, ILSSAR President;
Allan Campbell, Zeally Moss Chapter; Bryn Callahan, Kishwaukee Chapter;
Bob Ridenour, Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter; Drew Robinson, Springfield Chapter; Mike Campagnolo

\

GGRC Past President, Chuc Dobas, Was Nameci a Member of the Viet Nam War Veterans Corps
(I-r): Chuck Dobias; Dick Chamblin, ILSSAR President
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New Supplemental Patriot

Bob Ridenour (left) receives a Supplemental Certificate from Jim DeGroff

On May 15, 2019, at an evening meeting of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter, Bob Ridenour, GGRC President, was awarded a
certificate for a Supplemental Patriot, Light Townsend. This was the original patriot submitted for Ridenour in 2012, but it was turned
down because it was “the wrong Light Townsend.” After Ridenour was accepted using Samson Bethel, the information on Bethel was
given to his sister and niece to use for entry into the DAR. However, they were turned down using that information. The Illinois DAR
registrar decided to try the Townsend information, and made such a good case that not only were Ridenour’s sister, Ellen Haddock, and
niece, Monique Voth accepted into DAR, Bob was able to resubmit a supplemental application for Townsend that was accepted.

Memorial Day Parade

Seven members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter participated in the Alton Memorial Day parade. (I-r) Caine Kelso, Chuck
Dobias, Robert Ridenour, Jim DeGroff, Al Oleson, Maria Stanton (John’s granddaughter), John Stanton, and Wayne Eastby. This marked
the 152" year for the Alton parade. This parade is considered to be the longest running Memorial Day parade in the country.

It was a great honor to pay tribute to those who gave their all that we have the freedoms we enjoy today.
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Life Saving Awards

On February 13,2019, two students and three Greenville Elementary School teachers jumped into action to help
another student in need.

In Laci Hollenkamp’s fifth grade class, Ava McCracken, a student was choking on a piece of candy, when a fel-
low classmate, Keeleigh Valleroy, noticed. Without a thought, Valleroy went to her teacher and alerted her that a
classmate was choking.

Hollenkamp began to do the Heimlich maneuver, sending Valleroy to fetch another teacher, Amy Alderman, for
assistance, and sending Valleroy’s classmate, Dominic Sanchez, to get the school nurse, Carisa Bohannon. By
the time, Bohannon and Sanchez returned, the piece of candy had been dislodged from the student’s throat and,
except for a slight sore throat, McCracken was fine.

On May 20, 2019, at a meeting of the Bond County School Board, several members of the Genl George Rogers
Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution presented Life Saving Award Certificates to Keeleigh Val-
leroy, Dominic Sanchez, Laci Hollenkamp, Amy Alderman, and Carisa Bohannon. Ms. Bohanon was unable to
attend, but will receive her certificate later. Ava McCracken was presented with a large chocolate bar — it is not
as easy to choke when eating chocolate.

Front Row (l-r): Ava McCracken, Dominic Sanchez, Keeleigh Valleroy, Eric Reelitz
Back Row (l-r): Philip Bailey, Robert Ridenour, Laci Hollenkamp, Amy Alderman, Charles Dobias



Volume XXIX, Number 1 Page 7 June 2019
George Rogers Clark Wreath Laying Ceremony

Five members of the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons of the American Revolution, paid
tribute to their chapter’s namesake on May 25, 2019.

Chapter president Robert Ridenour, secretary Charles Dobias, registrar Jim DeGroff, and members Philip Bailey
and Eric Reelitz traveled to Vincennes, Indiana, to participate in ceremonies at George Rogers Clark National
Historical Park sponsored by the Indiana SAR to honor Clark. Ridenour represented the chapter in placing a
wreath in front of the statue of Clark.

George Rogers Clark, a surveyor and militia officer during the Revolutionary War, was the highest ranking mili-
tary officer on the northwestern frontier. He is best known for leading a small force of about 175 men across
and through the freezing waters of Illinois country to capture the British-held Fort Sackville at Vincennes dur-
ing February 1779. After two days of fighting, Gov. Hamilton and his 600 British and native American troops
surrendered to Lt. Col. Clark’s force.

GGRC Chapter members Charles Dobias, Philip Bailey, Eric Reelitz, Jim DeGroff,
and Robert Ridenour in front of the statue of George Rogers Clark.
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George Rogers Clark Wreath Laying Ceremony

Robert Ridenour prepares to salute after placing the chapter
wreath in front of the statue of George Rogers Clark.

Flag Day Program
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville Dental School, Alton, Illinois

On June 8, 2019, the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR traveled to Alton in Madison County to
present their 28 Historic Flag Program. Also on display were the flags of all 50 of the United States.
We wish to thank the staff of the Alton Historical and Art Museum for their assistance.

Al Oleson (1) and Phil Bailey (r) display theGeorge Roers Clark flag, while]im DeGroff reads the history
of the flag and Rich Ruedin looks on.
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Flag Day Program
Southern Illmozs U mverSlty-Edwardswlle Dental School, Alton, Illinois

Larry Meisenheimer, a Viet Nam veteran, attended
the Flag Program and asked if he could participate by
reading an article by James F. Burns, a retired profes-
sor from Florida State University. The GGRC readily
agreed and his reading is presented here.

I Am Your American Flag
By
James F. Burns

I’ve been to the moon. I’ve been burned. But more of-
ten I’'m honored. I’m your American flag.

With thirteen stars for colonies clamoring for freedom,
I was first flown at Fort Stanwix in New York in 1777
— and then carried into battle for the first time at Bran-
dywine in Pennsylvania. By war’s end, I was saluted
as the emblem of a sovereign nation, new and free. ’'m
your American flag.

Challenges lay ahead. With fifteen stars and fifteen
stripes, I survived shock and shell at Fort McHenry in
Baltimore in 1814.

With the aid of rockets’ red glare and bombs bursting
in air, [ was spied from afar at dawn’s early light by a
patriot poet. I was then celebrated in sight and song by
a fledgling nation. I’'m your American flag.

A half century later and with thirty-three stars and thir-
teen stripes, | was saddened to see our nation divided.
Our brothers’ blood was spilt in battle north and south.
But by war’s end, Lincoln’s iconic words at Gettysburg
prevailed — a unique nation conceived in liberty and
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created
equal. But that pledge was yet to be fully fulfilled.

I survived mustard gas and ghastly death in European
trenches in World War I and, 48 stars strong, was hoist-
ed by six soldiers on Mount Suribachi at Iwo Jima in
World War II. I’'m proud to be your American flag.

I was carried into battle over frozen turfin Korea, waved
more proudly on flagpoles here at home with civil rights
and women’s rising, and was saluted by a little boy as
the horse-drawn caisson with his father’s casket passed
by on the streets of our nation’s capitol. It was the best
of times and the worst of times, but through it all, I was
your American flag.

I lost sons and daughters in the rice paddies and hellish
jungles of Viet Nam, saw some succumb to Agent Or-
ange, and witnessed renewed conflict about taking me,
your American flag, to faraway lands like Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. When and where warfare should be waged is
an issue still troubling us today.

But most of all, I represent the American spirit, the
indomitable demand and yearning for freedom, excel-
lence, and opportunity. I am not the flag of a ruling re-
gime or royal family. I am the American flag, represent-
ing rights emanating from a higher and transcendent
authority honored on our coinage.

Look up to me as you salute or stand at attention. Pledge
yourself to fulfill lofty goals symbolized by my heav-
enly sky-blue field for fifty stars. With red for valor and
zeal and white for hope and purity, look up and salute
with pride what the patriot poet hailed as a worthy star-
spangled banner. May it forever wave over the land of
the free and the home of the brave.

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.

— Thomas Paine
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Flag Day Program

Ten Compatriots from the Genl George Rogers Clark Chapter participated in the presentation of the
program and at least two DAR members attended: Rose Mary Oglesby and Ferne Ridenour from the Ninian
Edwards Chapter.

(lI-r): Wayne Eastby, Eric Reelitz, Bob Ridenour, Jim DeGroff, Al Oleson, Rich Ruedin, John Stanton, and
Justin Ottolini.

Missing from the photograph: Phil Bailey, Jerry Oglesby, Ferne Ridenour, and Rose Mary Oglesby

The Long Knife is a quarterly publication of the Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter, Illinois Society, Sons
of the American Revolution. Robert W. Ridenour, Editor; Lola DeGroff, Associate Editor

Send announcements, items of interest and member news to:
Editor, The Long Knife, 4814 Loop Rd, Dorsey, IL 62021-1014; e-mail: rwridenour@wildblue.net;
phone: (618) 377-9096; FAX: (618) 377-9103.

Scheduled monthly meetings: 11:30 a.m., the third Wednesday of each month at Edwardsville Moose
Lodge, 7371 Marine Rd. (Rt. 143), unless announced otherwise.
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Eagle Scout Honors

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Zion Lutheran Church, Bethalto, Illinois
June 22,2019

Congratulations to Jackson McRae of Troop 101, Bethalto, Illinois, for attaining the rank of Eagle. The new Eagle
received a certificate, patch, and pocket Constitution. Shown are (I-r): Richard Ruedin, Jim DeGroff, Robert Ridenour,
Jackson McRae, Wayne Eastby, Phil Bailey.



